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By Ohara Sadeq -.-V - 

Star Staff Writer . Li.;., f'-; . 

U§ ED to say that we tftm’thavc a senk; of . 
• SSSk JET- fig*** -«,a«e.a l nation of * 

"?***• but .there is a.- 
T or J^ e never, ending, compfiinis; 1 . •' > \ 

■JSSSUL ,tp nn ‘ ng of : Samadap, .and even, a . 
_ j“*5?** J 1 **'?“rraarkeis,asusuahbaveSeen , 
-o tel «Y^that. will run... 

■ delicacies*^ ° ,r ^ 8Ce s ^ mrta ^ e ' their - favorite 

sends shudders fO lhe markct.See-. 
i S hopkeepers-aod groccrswent for' 

me wit; and started to hike up their pnecs. 


. Though the Ministry of Supply appealed for a 
-reduction in the price of rice and sugar, people are 
still complaining. And they have-got a right to do 
so. It's price madness al the Central Market in 
downtown. Amman. . 

. “A kilo of rice sold at about 36 piasters before 
the start of the holy, month is tnday 4U piasters." 
complains Ahmed Juma who was doing his daily 
shopping in the downtown area. 

■This is not alL Vegetables' prices saw a sharp 
rise in the first four days of Ramadan. "The price 
fever continues." says an incredulous housewife, 
■adding “that a kilo or tomato used to reach 20 
piasters at the most, now it costs between 36 



piasters to 40 piasig^^ii^K^finecr a[ Ae 
vegetables. A' 5rt 

And the saWj^es for cucumber- which is 
now sold between/'65 piasters,- 70'piaiicb.i'before 
Ramadan, it wh£-;’anly30 piasters—but never 
mind, we can r dtT,without the salad.*’jqmenLs. 
another housewife: 

of Pfotei>iidn;Socieiy 

tC.rb). Dr Moharofoad Ohcidai jat uffijvtaiiributcs 
the price hikes to' demanfcftr certain 

fuodstulfs and the con«t«^J^fip U rchases of 
such items. 

But vendors arc also cashing in on the act. One 

Continued on page 2 


As for myself 
I'm still 
following the 
IMF's austerity 
asfflkk Pion! 
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By Ibtisam Awadat ■ ' . ■( 

. notice on .6 • December 

they gave'me two ' v “b' ^ 

leave the house," Afimadim^'3- 
deh. whose bouse is located -- 
. «n- Wadi Al 

"Five families ! 

, in' this heme • 

.into a pile 

the. Greater;- Ahutu&l&lfoV $m. 

pality - • (G AM)- -rave-.-me 
JD 10,000.’- loatteh 
ing.Lhai his house isworib;^- 

least three timesthatsum...,~V..Ml 
The removal of housetia^ 

Wadi Al Haddadoh. 

Amman is- part 

million dinar urton; protect ; 

.that is being carried, dot 
GAM to develop the ^rea. 

The firsr staged this,project 

was completed with the .open- Shred; whcrfc i tl|ey. are ' 
inc of the Wadi Al Haddadch jpg mayr.-ariH M B feafr At 
Tunnel last month, • ‘.. ;0; J‘; 

"I only received JD 3500 in’... ; Jeras^^. 
compensation for my- house ^ orderttr 1 
. .which consists of. two small, L-. the Una^cK^^^sa^t^ 
rooms. But my problems are: . link w«Ji ^npnh^^Ai 
not over. Now [ have to pay Mayor Dr Mamdoyh7^Tj 
JD 75 a month in rent for my / told The Starf] j 
new house." said Kamel Ibra- -• . -f 

him another owner who .was. -.. 
evicted from his Wadi Ai tjffiaBKX 

Haddadeh house. 

“Wc had no place to go. the ‘ 
money we tciok is not enough - ?s : *v ■ qfs ^npEqn 

to huv another residence. We .. .. 
live now under the mercy of . By 
greedv landlords." Ibrahim ’ -IN. WEDl'ffiSpAy^- 

■ said. ' . - ' —. .Bfease^feaficsy^w) 

• Today most of Wadi Al - ffie^ tfBa^ia ^neertiS 

Haddadch. home to fens of ndeas^a-rt^euieotod 
. thousands of Jow-income resi- abp.lsBe^-tO;^^^ 
dents, is a- busy building site, r- tmijnt r, ; ri ; - rv . ? 

with heavy machinery, trucks, 
earth removing equipments ; ot> 
and. workers changing the . . “T hei^ o^^ao;poH^g 
character of the place. When: 

the workers depart for the ■ of jgio^yp w-jcip^ ir 
-day, the. building area turns ; 

into a playground for the- . PW,* 
area’s children; - !. : 9&&r V■£■»!'•/& 

The aim of this major ., He add**- 
urban overhaul is to facilitate . . token.p^ce'fu tne |^ 
traffic between vanous sec- ’. 

{ions of the city. "Al Urdun ...«:...; '• ' 


INSIDE 


B eet wijl begin .from 
CdmplexTn front of 
Palace pass through 
Haddadeh. Al Huss-. 

! intersec t AI Isliqlal 
continue ' towards 
g-.Q^^ iAHa. Hospital, pass 
wfteDugfr sthe suburb of Abu 
through Wasfj AI 
;• fiirwn' : ih'rinpi 
y«tt*d;d! f& way to libid in j 

{£| ?3|iWSu^i this major road. 

B m improve the living 
□WS -for people living 
Jtwo sides, at die same 
-iy? will decrease the 
pf, pollution, from vchi- | 
^cfe^-in bther regions,” Dr 


Mayor Dr Man^aph^Tj 
told The Stdrff - ■-f \ 


; Ifc-added that at least 70% 
^vof fempjectbas been carried 
^^6wti«-'We spent JD 1. million as 
^gapprtjpriation to remove 
j-’^hoastis, bm the whole project 
l^f-wiH-cosr between JD 3-5 mil- 
^fdlons^DrAbadi added, 
jar.-. Goniujeming on the size of 
5^riwG vidua] compensations 
^'■awarded to home owners. Dr 

■ >. '-.*. Contmiied on page 2 
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nrfease'as fatwnertt cot 
also IfiiSed to, raufcerth 
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partic^Otitoa>y.yaygy 
gaqwHrw^Ihe}^^ 
yea«s. ' :i.v'.T'C,- ; 

; He idd^T tfat.tj 

taken , place ’In the ft 
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Jido^aji’ ^:,sWndi ; 
^^isfliwearfy,*/ 
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Netanyatie - 
emerges weak 
but victorious 
after budget test 


By Star Staff 
THE GOVERN 
sion to 

ish-Israeli-US • 

. vres has o 
.series of 
that could lead 
tension between 
Arab neighborir 
Jordan is ] 
observer in 
. which started JW 
Israel, the US a 
government sail 
sovereign deds 
an internal aJTaii 
Early this we< 
nian Minister 
Nasser Al Lav 
Jordan agreed ti 
an observer 1 b 
regional s 
The 
code-named 
maid” are belt 
waters and ini 
space in line wi 
tirry'cooperation 
between Turkey 
. The former 
Mr Abdel Kari 
then accepted tl 
the exercises. “I 1 
decision,” Mr 
reporters after a 
meeting. . 


By Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
' Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu won a quick, 
decisive victory Monday as 
the Israeli parliament approved 
his weakened government ’.s 
1998 budget by a comfortable 
margin. The 5S-52 vote—with 
one abstention and ' nine 
absences—came just a day 
after Foreign Minister David 
Levy and his Gesher faction 
abruptly quit Netanyahu's 

eight-party coalition govern¬ 
ment. leaving it with a fragile, 
one-scat majority in "the 

Knesset. 

But Netanyahu then scram¬ 
bled to shore up support from 
remaining coalition members 
and leaders of his Likud Party 
in a flurry of meetings Sunday 
night and Monday. The prime 
minister broke into a smile 
alter the favorable vote for itis 
$59 billion spending plan, 
observing later to Army Radio. 
"I’ve been eulogized at least 
18 times in the p*ast IS months 
and you see I'm still here. Wc 
passed the budget and we re 
on our way." Still. Netanyahu 
now quickly must confront 
other stern tests—any of 
which analysts say could brine 
the government down. 

Netanyahu, for example, is 
to meet Jan. 20 in Washington 
with President Clinton, who 
has asked the Israeli leader to 
bring with him a detailed plan 
for carrying out what the 
Americans Term a "credible” 
transfer of more West Bank 
land to the Palestinians as 
called for in the Oslo peace 
accords. US special envoy 
Dennis Ross began a Mideas! 
tour Tuesday to lay the 
groundwork for Clinton’s 
meetings with Netanyahu and 
with Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat. 

Even before Levy 
denounced the Netanyahu gov¬ 
ernment and split with it for 
ignoring the problems of the 
poor and unemployed, the core 
of the Gesher constituency, the 
coalition had been unable to 
agree on how much land Israel 
should give the Palestinians in 
the next staged withdraw^]. 
But with the resignation of 
Levy, a leading moderate 


Netanyahu’s coalition is now 
weighted toward parties that 
oppose the West Bank with- 
draw-al and have threatened to 
topple the government if it is 
implemented. 

Palestinian leaders 

expressed concern Monday 
that Levy's departure could 
damage US-led efforts to 
rc\ivc peace talks, which have 
been stalled since March. "Mr 
Netanyahu will now lean 
harder to the right and w ill use 
this us a pretext io continue his 
policy of nontnmpliance with 
the i peace* agreements," 
asserted Saeh Ereka:. Palestin¬ 
ian chief negotiator 

The Israeli leader, though, 
said alter his Monday success 
that. “We’ve passed the budget 
ami we are now embark in con 
a new diplomatic path hecuusc 
the harJ part is behind us. The 
possibilities of starting a step 
that will lead to a permanent 
peace arrangement (with the 
Palestinians! arc before us.” 

The difficulties ahead, and 
Netanyahu's narrow parlia¬ 
mentary majority. prompted 
feverish speculation among 
Israeli political analysts. juurL 
nalisLs and the public about 
how long the government can 
last, with many predicting 
elections before the year is 
out. ‘it's really mo shaky." 
Avrahant Diskin, a political 
science professor at Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Hebrew University, said 
of the prime minister’s grip. 
“Any small parly in the coali¬ 
tion can get angry over any 
issue and cause the govern¬ 
ment to collapse." 

Diskin said he hclieved that 
ideological gulfs between coa¬ 
lition members—the centrist 
Third Way. for example, and 
the conservative National 
Religious Parry—would break 
it apart before long. Others, 
though, said Monday that the 
new coalition was a “small but 
smart" grouping that would 
prove more stable than before. 

Still, even some of Netan¬ 
yahu's political allies pre¬ 
dicted problems ahead. Eliy- 
ahu Ben-Elissar, Israel's 
ambassador to the United 
Slates, said his government 

Continued on page 2 
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Ry William D. Montalbano 

LONDON—Tickets went-on sale Monday for; 

Are opening season ■ at AUhotpy. Pari, 

the Spencer family estate two tours : 

north of London where Diana, prin- . 

cess of Wales, is biiried. -I ‘W 7 " ~ ‘ 

Trouble is. you .probably can’ Lgei 

there from tore. j 

, Visitors - will be welcome at the ^ v 
rate of 2,500 a day only from July £• R 6 
Diana’s birthday, until 30 August,30.- . ... .. .* v - 
the day before her death last year in a v 
Paris traffic accident. _ . vv ; ' •, . ' . 

CaJl 011 -44-1604-592020 round *. . ; 

ihc clock—arid good luck. The Bririsft sig- 
naJ is easily recognized. iV ;/ v' -. ; ' 

At a pace of 500 calls an hour and accelerat¬ 
ing more than 10.000 tickets went in the first 
trifhrhours of a total summer availability of 
152400. v' . V 


Even, beating the phone odds and paying the 
stiff ticket cost—-around $50 for a 
•- family of four —you'll get no 

■ icloser to Diana's grave than one 
{£&&§£ protective lake and four black 

-J^gy ' swans.- 

f*W■ It's all in a good cause, though. 
*wWw with proceeds above expenses, 

r . i , perhaps $3 million, pledged to the 

6 D O T- t memorial fund supporting chari- 

^ T . ties favored by the world’s favor¬ 

ite princess. 

There will be an outdoor memo¬ 
rial shrine for visitors wishing to 
lay flowers, and an indoor exhibition hall cum 
museum celebrating Diana’s life. “If Jackie O 
had a museum, that - would be the sort of a pro¬ 
file we’re looking for,” said Rasshied Dm. who 
is designing the exhibition space. 

Tight crowd comrols and reservation-only 


tickets are an attempt by Diana's family to pre¬ 
serve an atmosphere and a lone respectftii of her 
memory, the Spencer family says. "For those 
two months of the year, we can be sure that the 
park does retain its dignity and tranquillity.” 
said Shelley-Anne Claircourt, a family 
spokeswoman. 

Would-be visitors take note: Six months from 
the inaugural, everything is still in (he design 
stages. 

At about $15.75 for an adult ticket, A [thorp 
becomes one of Britain's most expensive tourist 
attractions, costing marginally more than lo lour 
Buckingham Palace or the Tower of London. 

But it is exceptional value, insists Claircourt, 
whether t visitor is lured by Diana or English 
heritage. The stately Spencer family home con¬ 
tains some of Europe's best 17th-century por¬ 
traiture in private hands and already draws 

Continued on page 3 
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Our spending habits in Ramadan go haywire / 


C./uunucd from page I 

Mrcei peddler outside the AI 
Hosscini Mosque was indif¬ 
ferent. •■It's not our fault, we 
buy at high prices and have to 
“•ell at high prices." 

What is also astonishing 
ahnui Ramadan is the long 
queues in front of bakeries’. 
"You have to wait for about 
half an hour to buy a kilo of 
kiittivff." >iiys another cus¬ 
tomer. He has to endure the 
■a ait because katuyef is j tra¬ 
dition. “which my kids love." 

Naturally, the price of con¬ 
fectioneries have also sky¬ 
rocketed. hut few people feel 
the pinch. A number of house¬ 
wives in the downtown area 
sav that "they arc only com¬ 
plimentary. if the price of 
sweets are ion high, then we 
don't buy. as wc can make 
cakes at home." 

But. frankly speaking, wc. 
as consumers, must lake a 
share of the blame. A distant 
vi-immcni could be heard from 
the crowds. “Ii i.s the people, 
who at/ ‘'rearing this in the 
marl cl . one man in 

downtown. "Why are they 
buying this much. I'll ncvet- 
know. They don't need to buy 
that much, he adds pointing to 
the shoppers. 

"What they seem not to 
realize is that they don't need 
lhar much, and most of the 
loud will go to waste, some¬ 
thing that goes against the 
very concept of Ramadan." he 
points out. 

But it is the trend during 
Ramadan. For some reason, 
people do over-purchase, par¬ 
ticularly non-essential items. 

At the heginning of the 
month, it is agreed that peo¬ 
ple's demand is usuaily for 
food items, hut as Ramadan 
•■caches its end new com¬ 
plaints arise: huvina wear for 
Kid AI Fitr. ' 

Also demands switches to 
another issue: During the cel¬ 
ebrations the new demand is 
for confectioneries. Three or 
lour days before Eid. vendors 
huddle around shops and gro¬ 
ceries sprawling their goods. 



Mayor defends controversial 
road project that threatens 
hundreds with eviction 


fprv'>*v £>. 




Despite well-stocked shops, prices are shooting up 


Referring to the hikes in 
Ramadan, many consumers 
put the blame on" the price flo¬ 
tation of the government. 
Though they could he right, 
the issue lies in the hands of 
people. It is consumers who 
create such price chaos and 
enlarge the gap between their 
income and the sharp price 
increase. The solution for this 
price instability is to rational¬ 
ize consumption and mini¬ 
mize the popular complaints. 

This is added to merchant's 
desires to get as much profit 
as possible. Dr Qhcidai savs. 

According to him. the nota¬ 
tion of prices have not 
deterred consumers' willing¬ 
ness to buy or store fond. 


Rather, such policy has 
magnified the merchants’ 
ambitions to achieve as much 
profit as possible. 

A field study conducted by 
the CPS on prices of various 
commodities during the first 
days of Ramadan showed that 
prices of about 39 kinds of 
food out of 55 went up. repre¬ 
senting nearly 71 percent of 
overall consumer goods. 
However, prices of 15 goods 
were stable and maintained 
their former level while the 
price of only one (labnchl 
has fallen. The highest rise 
was in the price of "tomatoes, 
shooting up hy as much as a 
101 ) percent. ■ 


Deputies divided about 
military exercises 



Continued from page 1 

Arab Gulf which Jordan 
never cuiutuemeu ou. nc 
ended by saying **To criti¬ 
cize this country for its par¬ 
ticipation is something that 
is acceptable." 

About 18 deputies spoke 
about the event in the 
House's session, whilst 10 
strongly criticized the par¬ 
ticipation, considering it as 
a grave departure from Jor¬ 
dan’s Arab identity, and 
expressed fear that these 
games will create a future 
unholy military alliance 
between Jordan on one band 
and Turkey/lsrael on the 
other. They also stressed 
that Israel is still occupying 


Arab lands, while Turkey- 
on other hand escalates its 

Jordan should be working 
on strengthening its alli¬ 
ances with Arab countries. 

“We were happv to hear 
strong criticism of our gov¬ 
ernment against Israeli 
polices, but Jordanian par¬ 
ticipation in these games 
have let us down." leftist 
deputy Bassam Haddadin 
said. “These manoeuvres 
are sending political signals 
to some Arab countries; our 
interests are different from 
of those of Israel and 
Turkey." 

Six deputies supported 



participation. Most of them 
have a military background 
an d found narticinatinn as 
useful for gathering intelli¬ 
gence about the military 
potential of the participat¬ 
ing countries. 

Deputies pointed out to 
the last Gulf War when 
Syria and Egypt—states 
who are now criticizing Jor¬ 
dan-participated in the 
international alliance 
against Iraq. 

“The intelligence side of 
the participation serves to 
improve our military infor¬ 
mation on the potentials of 
the three navies. Such 
information could also serve 
other Arab countries," said 
deputy Ahmad Oweidi AJ 
Abadi, a former police 
officer. 

However, few deputies 
expressed reservations, but 
at the same criticized those 
Arab countries who 
reproached Jordan. Refer¬ 
ring to Iraq, Abdel Ra'ouf 
A1 Rawabdeh, a leading 
member of the National 
Constitutional Party said 
“Those who attacked an 
Arab country and destroyed 
its future for the coming" 50 
years, have no right to criti¬ 
cize a token participation." 


Iraqi diplomat 
escapes attack 
in Amman 


Al Taker in his office after the attack 


POLICE INVESTIGA¬ 
TIONS are still con tinuing to 
find the assailants behind the 
attack of an Iraqi diplomat 
last Saturday. The Commer¬ 
cial Attadie in the Iraqi 
Embassy in Amman, Rahim 
Al Taher, escaped unharmed 
after unknown attackers 
fired at his car. A gu nman 
fired a shot using a silencer 
pistol as Mr Al Taher was 


The National Music ConsenratoryINoor Al Hussein Foundation 

presents 

UiMEfiEld WiNd SyiviphoNy [40 MEivibERs) 

ANd TflE BANd of 

rfiE National Music CoNSERVATORy 

Dr, Joan Paddock, visiting conductor 

Saturday, 10 January 1998-8:00 p.m. 

Philadelphia Hotel-Royal Ballroom 

The program features pieces by Gershwin, Sousa, Bernstein and 
others as well as music of songs by famous Arab composer!' • 


Ticket price: JD 7 


For more information call 

652-380 or 645-380 


Tickets available an 

- Alahlia-Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Alissar Flowers, tel. 5527695 

- Babiche, tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moka, tel. 856285 
Radisson SAS Hotel, tel. 607100 

- Safeway, tel. 685311 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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Continued, from page 1 . 

Abadi said."first we have the 
people who. bought'the land 
legally and registered it offi¬ 
cially. those can go to court. 

1 1 tlwy are not satisfied with 
the compensation we offer 
them. But as far as I know, no 
one complained. And. second 
we. have the people who built 
their houses or tin shacks on 
the land illegally. In spite of 
this fact, we gave them a fair 
compensation for humanitar¬ 
ian reasons." 

Inspite of the advantages. 
mentioned by Dr Ahadi some 
people, whose lives have been." 
affected by the project,-, 
expressed their fear, and 
suspicion. 

• "The street is a cover-up 
for the original project which 
is to settle Pales- 
tinian refugees 
as required by 
the-peace agree¬ 
ment,” one for¬ 
mer deputy, who 
requested ano¬ 
nymity, told The 
Star. 

The talk about 
settling Palestin¬ 
ians was con¬ 
demned by Dr 
Abadi and also 
by Hamadeh 
Faraneh,' the 
deputy of the 
Amman’s 1st 
District. "Set¬ 
tling refugees is 
the usual excuse 
some people use 
to prevent 
improving the 
infrastructure of 
Palestinian com¬ 
munities," Fara¬ 
neh said. He 
stressed that 
improving the 
living conditions 
of • Palestinian 


refugees doesn't mean giving 
up their right of return to their 
homeland. 

“At least 300 houses have 
. been removed and thousands 
are in their way to being 
pulled down, all we ask for is 
a just financial compensation 
for the residents and provid¬ 
ing them with a land to build 
new houses." Faraneh said. 
But Dr Abadi ts convinced 
.that the financial compensa- 
tionisjusL 

Faraneh said that Al Urdun 
.Street . project wiii remove 
houses very close to AI Huss¬ 
ein Camp. He said the victims 
of the eviction orders are poor 
people whose living condi¬ 
tions are miserable. Once 
evicted, those people, most of 
whom came to Jordan as a 
result of 1948 and 1967 crises 


in Palestine, will have no 
place to go to. . 

-A state of resentment domi¬ 
nates the people who left their 
houses for little money and 
arc now without shelter. - 

The . Palestinian Affairs 
Dept, at the Ministry of For¬ 
eign Affairs told The Star that 
it was not officially informed 
of anything related to the 
future of Al Hussein Camp. 

"The pulling down will not 
affect Al Hussein camp since' 
the land Is leased by 
UNRWA. But the street will 
only remove the trespasses 
.and expansions done by some 
inhabitants." said . Tahseen 
Barqawi from the department. 
“So instead of 60 - metres 
width, the street will.be only 
40 merers wide near the 
camp."B 
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More tunnels will be on the way to east Amman's traffic congestion 


Netanyahu emerges weak but 
victorious after budget test 


^ . *::■•** ■’ 



making his way to his office 
at 7:45 in the morning. Act¬ 
ing Minister or State for 
Information Affairs Dr Nas¬ 
ser Al Lawzi said earlier that 
investigations are still contin¬ 
uing but that the government 
is not treating this matter as a 
security issue. Forty-five 
year-old Mr Taher is a senior 
Iraqi diplomat in Jordan. I 


Continued from page 1 
would have troupe function¬ 
ing with such a narrow major- 

%?£_ thaf *» will hC 

difficult for the coalition to 
survive," he said. Other com¬ 
mentators,- though, pointed to 
Netanyahu’s history of politi¬ 
cal survival in 19 months in 
office and said his government 
could stay afloat for some time 
to come. “You can lose a lot of 
money betting against Bibi," a 
US diplomat said, referring to 
the prime minister by his pop-' 
ular nickname and asserting he 
would manage to serve our his 
four-year term. 

Mark Heller, political scien¬ 
tist at Tel Aviv University, ; 
said he expected Netanyahu to 
try to hold his coalition, 
together on the issue of an. 
Israeli troop redeployment by 
casting it in terms that make it 
impossible'for the Palestinians 
to accept- or for the coalition 
opponents to reject. 

"He will impose some very 
tough conditions that will at 
least buy him some time," 
Heller said. "Then, if early 
elections are held, it puls him 
in the best possible position 
for his constituents, showing 
that he's nor opposed to the 
peace process but is also stand¬ 
ing up for Israeli security." 

Meanwhile, the opposition 
Labor Party has said it will 
seek a no-confidence vole 



fcft. v', J » 
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£ 


; sSti-av. 


against the government next 
week; .61 votes in favor of 
such a move could bring down 
the government and force 
elections for prime minister 
and parliament within 60 days. 
With 80 votes, legislators. 


could retain their seats and 
force the prime minister alone 
to stand for. election .M 

- Twnes- Washington Post 
Newsservice 




Announcement 


th. R^^/h rt T e ^'3, Cttal of the Associated Board of 

the Royal Schools of Music will be accepted from 17 to 24 January 1998. 

For registration and farther information about syllabuses and regulations 
please contact the local representative ; 





.. . . ‘ . mi rtussein Foundatic 

Tel. 687620, Fax 687621 
e-mail: nmc@go.cam.jo - 


ASSOCIATED BOARD 
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i V* unconventional 
re p°rt an Jordanian 
”fws and views edited:, 
®y MorweniAlAhmar 


"r ; n9 narnes in the press 

ihew scem^g]y S Li!, stand in' , 

‘ pleased this ^s^eiiieM • 

. any visits by jpa mimaiii categorically that it rejects 
c«I S arc 4in. th J r!T«« J° ^^WonSE'. 
normalization with“ a fimn of 
. Hon-rejects. m ® w,uc, ' Tlle Associa- 

.. ^rsmnds jpumS^Hh^ T ******•®A 
less it sees the latestrwM^t? ^ coverage,. neveithe-. .: 
no encroachment on le P I ? ns vis!ls » 6tart as ■ 1 

lion: The SEh? \tLZ^ aaS,B f f * ™.organiza- 
frbin official media nreS!;™.' h “specially those 

use the term M^ftS*"*** V* not to. 

■ dcieeaiion" tso « legation tut to Use a- “media 

tial» as not w crem“ami l 1 ii?SS tS , 0 “J,- th “ tMs is esse "--' 

, Ahich rejects; 

Jordanian workers in Israel 

£5SS55pSSE5S-£ ; 

dangers of Jordanians working in Isfaer illegally So far 

ISIS??? 11,31 l 5f israe * ^^S irShg a 

5S u '^ worke ? Who take on:pottrly paicfmln- 

he tr?Jd’to nm eVCr ' 0 f C Jor ^ anian was shot in the leg as 
.. ne tried to run qway from an Israeli patrol At the time ' 

from Israel to Qalqilya. At an army checkpoint, the bus 
h was topped by Israeli soldiers, the Jordanian tried to run 

SX-i■»"» WOft |«Snd 5 ?£S. 

qwntly shot jn the leg, another Palestinian worker was 
also wounded. •; . • 

Back in the news 

f Fwmcr deputy Tojan Faisal, who lost her seat in the 
last November elections has 
filed a legal suit at the High “ •'* 

Court against Interior Min¬ 
ister Nathir Rashid and 
members of the electoral 
committee. She is contest- 
mg the outcome of the elec¬ 
tions in Amman's 3rd Dis- 
. trict. which she was a 
parliamentary member of in 
the last legislature. Newly 
elected Lower House dep-. / 

- ■ lity. Naif Mollah won Ms 
Faisal’s feat. She has .since . 

. accused the electoral com¬ 
mittee of allowing members 

, of the armed forces to vole, Faisal ■" ■ if [ 

something which they are /• A*]:. 






Jordan ’$ observer role in 
maneuvers encounters 
stiff opposition, locally 
and regionally 


not allowed to do so under the Jaw.: ^ 4. 

Hot on the trail! ■.? .’V'.v 

■ The Surveillance and Inspection Bhreau haaf bdeft vwy 
busy in 1997, seekmg to kee^.Soretotacacy'iandix^tiqrf' 
in check while at.the same finw inakiiig fbat goWns - 

ment directives are obeyed About 348 cdatrmrte« were 
.formed precisely for ■ 

Bureau m Mud-24: like 

five regulations fhaE^«|^fW|if*KJce. by public corpora-^ 






attheA[l Hussein S P oris Sunday .. In the presence of His Royal 
3®*' ^ was attended by other Royal Princes, and members of the governmental 

?*?*"* Munster Abdel Salam AI MajalU and members of the Senate and Lower House, the 

Environment and weather 
changes could usher in a 


hew era, says expert 


tiohVAiKf government departments. Also dne vBarean 
received 586 complaints agaio^ada^^ 
iives;162bf th^wnnplaihsare&yii^^s^tipii. ■ 

Weeklies await dedshwT •*. y > 

■ The High Court has postponed iti dea^oh on die.4 
issue of the newspaper.'-weeklies hfi 2& JanBary. The 
eight weeklies are contesting the v^Jthty ^tbe; RifesS^ 
and Publication Law^^and^^hope;that the 

in their favor' and hence allow 

publication. ■•/• V'.'. ; ; v‘ f* 

Expulsions' :'■■■ - yr 

■ The visit of the two Lower H<Mise dcpuncs tt> isx^elry: 
continues to raise popular reaction. Both the mcecutiye ofy;' 
the 'Protection- of the Homelancf and Confronang NO& - , 
malizalion Commlrtfe aiid llje Higher Coc^nfiu^og, 
Committee of the oppGsfth* 1 ^parties haveiserd 
•.mmgly-worded message to ihe^ Speaker of the Lower 
House Saed Hayel Al, Srour. The message tenands that li 
the House discusses again the visit of deputies Moham-. 
mad Raafat and.Haxnadeh Faraneh to the Knesset last y 
utonth. Furthermore the opposition parties call on the 
Lower House to expel the deputies.for their action. The . 
statement said that this was a demand already made by., 
ihousands of people. - In addition to the. anti- . 
normalization committee, the parties who signed the 
statement include the Popular Unity Party, Baath Arab. 
Progressive Party. Baath Arab Socialist. Party, Islamic . 
Action Front. Arab Land Party, the Arab Jordanian Con¬ 
stitutional Front. Popular Democratic Party, National 
Democratic Movement and A1 Ansar. - 

Rumble in the party 

■ It seems that the Jordanian Communist- Party (JCP) 
could now face a two-way split, something that existed 
before 1985. The election 

of ft new boss to lead the 
puny into the next imllen- 
.niwn . is creating anguish 
among the rank and. file. 

According to AI Majd. for¬ 
mer General Secretary Yac- 
ciuih Zayadccn is suspend¬ 
ing all of his activities and 
staying at home. He is pro¬ 
testing the election of Dr 
Munir Hamameh to the 
post of party chief. It is 
suggested that - up till il* 
hist" minute. Zayadeen 
expected to be rc-electcd. 
bin uas surprised when he Zayadeen. 
k'amt that he had another .. - . 

contender who was acrually . ' i .- • • - 

hoi favorite. Zayadeen led the Communists since 

1985. . 


iwman (Star)—Latest prfi conducted jointly by the CaJJ. 

ss 

CmiS £ ove/80' percent of Jordanians still believe 

h ^^ , .idfJldSltteSpte into three categories: National 
^ aw* residents of the MMU-. 

ample, opinion teadcre^i^e pejeeut ofthenaDOO- 

*, reft.?® West Bank 

li^mplc -WPP™J^ 0 f ujc opmiotr leaders sample sup- 

ind Gaza, only p^mpares to 69.8 percent 

juried this sort of camns Support was much less, 

^ 

cc^ 

"conf^on- only 37, 


By IbtLsam Awadat 

Special to TheStar ... 

. FLOODS. TORNADOS and 
. eithanakes in: Italy, Germany 
a«l^*pfljer; countries, while 
fries.-barn everything, in' 
their .way m Indonesia and 
: MtfTay^a.- 

Accwding to ,a German, 
h wmiM^Jflierrate df natural dis- 
a^tezs. iti; the ‘90s, increased 
; fops times since the *60s. So 
■whatfsgoingon? 

1 “i^juses . for- the climatic 
■ f tiiimige and changes' hri global' 
^temperature - are - twofold/* 
says^r Ali Abandah. former- 
diredttw^generaj of the Metef- 
orologjcal DepL 
. . “Fvst we -have cooline 
- w hkh takes-j>l ace wh en r neb u - 
Rie clouds, gases or volcanic 
. ashes .cover the sun and pre¬ 
vent solar-cadiatioiT fnwa^N 
ferobgh tod- reaching tire ' 
-ySfr 1 happened’ a^- 
-million' years ago -that fed lis¬ 
le to the Jce Age.” he adds. 
s$r “Recently ‘ in 1991 and 
igbecause of the Gulf War and . 
|*he consequent ‘burning of the - 
l/oil wells resulted in a cloud of 
4smoke which contained soot 
-^nd S02J absorbed the ; solar 
tractiation and ■ caused the 
Jcoolmg^-the cloud was the 
"Teafen .for the decreasing in 
■ tempenitijre in the Gulf 
.-• region.** .' ... 

‘The eastem winds in the 
upper air layers of the atmos-. 
phere during SummCT pushed 
;jt to. Jordan where- we faced 
i the severest winter season for 
'more than 70 years.”' . . 

The result was heavy snow 
ifaJl on five occasions, no one ' 
' could" leave his house. Also 
.: there was a sharp drop in tem¬ 


perature that reached four 
degrees below normal; bear¬ 
ing in mind that 3 to 4 
degrees difference in tempera¬ 
ture leads ip.ii complete cli¬ 
matic change.” 

Dr Abandah. an expert in 
weather and climatic change 
who had finished writing a 
book on Astronomy and. 
Meteorology in Arab litera¬ 
ture,' explains the second 
impact. 

“From the beginning of this 
century, greenhouse effect 
gases—especially Carbon 

Dioxide fC021—increased in 
the atmosphere; this is 
. because of industrialization 
and the burning of fossil 
fuels" 

Around the middle of this 
century the concentration of 
Co2s in the ' atmosphere 
increased to.32Q parts per mil- 
liftn in the ain wid-rjowp*!^ 
3*0 parts per tnilfe'Qjti it>ri)e£ 
thing that caused global 
warming. 

According to Dr Abandah. 
if the ratio of Co2 doubles in 
the future, it would mean an 
increase of 3 to 4 degrees in 
temperatures, something 
which would cause the ice to 
melt in the Polar regions and 
increase sea levels up to 1.20 
meters. 

“If this happens, most of 
the coasts and islands would 
be submerged. 159fr of Ban¬ 
gladesh and 159h of the.coasts 
of Egypt will disappear; this 
includes more than a thou¬ 
sand islands in the Pacific and 
ether regions.** Dr Abandah 
explains. 

This is why the countries, 
represented by the UN. orga¬ 
nize international conferences 


every now and p' "" 
then. 10 limit the 
. effects of the 
greenhouse ! 

gases—One notice¬ 
able conference 
which look place in 
Brazil in 1992. •, 

where I5fi coun¬ 
tries signed a "Cli- 
mate Change Con- ^B9| 
trol Agreement." ^Kf||||| 
“The impact of 
the increasing sea ■j|||p|p 
levels may not 
affect Jordan or the 
coasts of countries <*.. 

along the Red Sea mM ; 
or the Arabian Gulf |«P 
countries hecau.se 
those coasts are 
higher than the sea 
( l^ycl compared 
wuh northern costs Abandah 
in Egypt or Bangla¬ 
desh” Dr- Abandah maintains. 

/'However, if the s'ca level : 

increases by a" meter in f 

Aqaba, (hen that means 20 i 

meters from the coast will be 
submerged, but this is nothing < 

compared to the drowned > 

kilometers in other spots." Dr r 

Abandah adds. I 

Experts arc alarmed by the 
level of C02 in the atmos- t 

phere. They point out that r 

today, it reaches 6 billion i 

tons annually. ; 

"We have to use alternative 
energy instead of these that c 

result from burning, we could I 

use the direct solar radiation c 

or wind power, waves, espc- r 

dally from the ebbs and I 

flows of the sea and we can F 

also improve the quality of i 

transport." The expert pointed 
out that filters for gases, and e 

preventing deforestation are p 




KStoSif-.-Qk 


also other important ways to. 
reverse the - green- house 
effect. 

"In the last decades wc had 
extreme cases of changes in 
weather because of the inter¬ 
ruption in the “general circu¬ 
lation of the atmosphere.*” 

Dr Abandah explains that 
the "fluctuations in the cli¬ 
mate means you have dryness 
in one place and floods in 
another.” 

In Jordan, the Meteorologi¬ 
cal Department was estab¬ 
lished in 1955. but there are 
documents and records for 
meteorological readings since 
1922. when the British Air 
Force station in Amman at 
that period used them to 
know the weather conditions 
every hour to guide their 
pilots. ■ 


I Continued from page 1 
j from the games. Represenu- 
I lives or four opposition panics. 
Klamisis and leftists described 
Jordan’s participation as a final 
exit from national and Arab de¬ 
terminants and forms a real 
danger to the security of the na¬ 
tion. 

The 12-party opposition is 
holding a popular conference 
today, Thursday to discuss the 
Jordan's participation. 

Turkey and Israel insist that 
ihc purpose of the naval exer¬ 
cises is joint training in search 

and rescue missions and say 
they pose no threat to anyone. 

Jordan's mje has been criti¬ 
cized by Egypt, Syria and Iran. 

The manoeuvres arc being 
held under a military coopera¬ 
tion accord between Turkey 
and Israel. 

Jordan declared that there is 
no justification for the Syrian 
and Egyptian criticism. Howev¬ 
er. Cairo believes that the ma- 
nncusrcs conic amidst an unsta¬ 
ble climate in the region and 
therefore unwise to participate 
in these manoeuvres. Syria ion 
the other hand is calling Lhe ex¬ 
ercises as an aggressive act. 

Syria strongly believes that 
the maneuvers are aimed 
against it. Iraq and Iran. 

Condemnation and criticism 
of this event in the Arab world 
has been strong, an atmosphere 
reminiscent vtf the tensions he- 
tween Arab countries and Jor¬ 
dan in the lyfiOs. Observers be-. 
lieve that this event is bound to 
further stress Syrian-Jordaniun 
relations. 

“We arc not participating in 
manoeuvres. Wc are sending an 
observer to the exercises and 
this is totally different.” Jorda¬ 
nian Foreign Minister Fayez AI 
Tarawneh'’told reporters early 
this week. "This is a sovereign 
decision which Jordan has tak¬ 
en because we read it as ma¬ 
noeuvres or exercises for 
search and rescue.” he added. 

Several leading Jordanian 
columnists expressed their dis¬ 
satisfaction about Jordan's par¬ 
ticipation. 

Mr George Haddad wrote in 
AJ Dn s lour daily replied 
strongly to a statement that was 
published in AI Hayat which 
slated that Jordan’s" participa¬ 
tion as an observer "...docs not 
target any Arab party hut aims 
at improving Jordanian military 
qualifications for the sake of 
, (he regional stability.” Mr Had¬ 
dad asked "what kind of ‘re¬ 


gional stability' wc are talking . 
about, when it is carried and . 
built by the soldiers of Turkey . 
and the Jewish aggression forc¬ 
es." 

Many analysts believe that . 
Jordan has no strategic interest ' 
in these games and was pres- .< 
surcd by The US to participate. 
Dr Fahd Al Fanek. a leading . 
columnist in A! Ra’i daily said 
(hat ."Jordan has no interest in 
auending these games, for a 
simple reason: It is not a Medi- - 
lerrancan country, it is not a • 
maritime country and does not • 
possesses navy ficcL... pointing 
out that ir is because American 
pressure that made Jordan par- : 
ticipate. 

Despite the nature of the ma- 
noeuvres. no- shots were he;- 
fired during the there-day ma-; 
noeuvrc. observers say the/ 
sight of aircraft and gunships 
crossing the eastern Mediterra¬ 
nean is ominous enough foT '■ 
countries worried about the " 
growing military ties between !' 
Israel and Turkey and irked by 
US involvement in the Middle 
East. 

Iraq and Iron have also crili- ' 
cizcd the exercise, which stems 
from. 

Israel has fought several 
wars with Syria and views Iraq 
and Iran as arch foes. Turkey 
has its own disputes with the 
three countries. 

Jordan, which signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1994 that - 
allows for expansion of mili- " 
tary ties, announced on Mon- ■ 
day that it was sending an ob¬ 
server to the exercise. 

Iran has warned Turkey and . 
Jordan that if they do not re¬ 
view their relations with Israel 
they would face isolation. The 
Iranian foreign ministry • 
spokesman said that Jordan's 
decision to send an ohserver to 
the exercises was unwelcomcd . 
and opposed by all Islamic 
countries. 

Most Arab countries have in- . 
deed criticized the exercises i 
and the military ties between 
Turkey and Israel. Iran has also 
reminded Turkey and Jordan 
that their actions contradict the 
resolutions of the recent Islam¬ 
ic conference in Tehran which 
drew attention to the dangers of 
the Israeli influence in the re¬ 
gion. 

Observers believe that Teh¬ 
ran is genuinely concerned that 
the new Turkcy-Israel alliance 
is u threat to its security. ■ 
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Arab Bank 
appoints investment 
executives 


OVER THE last few ; 

mouths, Arab. 

Hardens .. Personal. 

Banking ' Unit has ; 
been., driving fon-r, 
ward anew.Strategy -- 
deigned to ensure 
th«t foe Bank main*’ 

tains its eptnpetlSve.. .- ___ 

edge and becomes 

more focused on the needs of its customers. 

The Bank is now committing considerable resources to deliv¬ 
ering a new standard of-service for its Personal Banking cli¬ 
ents, by widening the range of products and services available 
to customers. The development and marketing of a new range 
of investment products for existing and new customers is a key 
pillar of the Personal Banking strategy. The products are 
designed to complement the Bank’s deposit and savings activi- 
; ties and are being structured to -appeal to differing investment 
requirements. 

Another important element of Arab Bank’s strategy to focus 
eh clients needs, is the appointment of Investment Executives 
in each ofthe Baok’s new investment products. 

Arab Bank has appointed Hassan Bawatneh, Ra’ed 
Herfaawi, Ammar Saifi and Ldai Bataineh4 as Investment 
Executives in Jordan. All of Arab Bank’s 16 Investment Execu¬ 
tives in the Middle East were recruited from within the Bank 
and underwent a rigors, selection procedure and intensive 
.t raining . ... 

. lhe Invcstment Executiye’s priority is to build relations 
with, and answer"the'needs of Arab Bank clients, though pro¬ 
viding information on the Rank’s existing and new investment 
products. , . V-. : 

The latest product to.be launched by Arab Bank in the Mid- 
dle East in September/October 1997 was a Capital Guaranteed 
Fund/which proved extremely popular, with investors, attract- , 
ing over US$i00 miBioo of fluids. A raoge of additional funds : 
is being prepared for launch in 1998. ■ 


Tickets go on sale for visits 
to Princess Diana’s grave 



380 


Continued from page 1 

tains some of Euaipe'.s best 
17th-century portraiture in pri¬ 
vate hands and already draws 
9.000 visitors a year. There is 
a landscaped garden and a 
half-mile path that circles the- 
lake where Diana lies. 

"Visitors can walk around 
the lake with tts black swans 
and down to the water's edge. 
The island is perhaps 20 yards 
away. Overall, a visit might 
take three to four hours." said 
Claircoun. There will he a 
memorial marker visible on 
the island. 

What to display in the exhi¬ 
bition hall is still being dis¬ 
cussed among Diana's family, 
said Din. but in principle there 
will he examples of her 
clothes and dresses, childhood 
objects, diaries, letters and 
perhaps books she particularly 
liked. "We want an atmos¬ 
phere that will be very' con¬ 
temporary and modern, 
reflecting the woman it hon¬ 
ors. We want to celebrate her 
life with something fresh that 
is exciting, a pleasure to visit. 
The Inst thing we want Lx a 
mausoleum.” said Din. 

The idea is to many old and 
new: a dean, modem interior 
juxtaposed in the space of a 
graceful historic building. 
“Visitors will recognize some 
items like perhaps ihc Spencer 
family tiara, but others will be 
new to them." said Din. 

Like the exhihiis. planning 
is Mill fluid in other aspects of 
the new memorial. While 



.-■jsa*** 


nearby property values soar, 
roads are being rerouted to 
avoid traffic snarls from 
would-be visitors who have 
no tickets and no prospects of 
getting any. 

Some neighbors are appre¬ 
hensive of a deluge of outsid¬ 
ers who may destroy the 


seclusion of the Northampton¬ 
shire countryside. Still, every 
day now, in the depths of a 
cold, wet winter, fresh flow¬ 
ers appear on the tall black 
iron gates to Alrhorp, 

"This is a learning curve 
time for us. We will evolve, 
never be static. If there seems 


to be public demand for us to 
open for more than two 
months, we will consider 
extending the opening in years 
to come,” said Claircoun. ■ 

LA Times-Washing/on Post 
Mem Service 
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Notes from the Levant 

First week of 1998: 

The ghost of last year lingers 
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The meaning of the naval war games 

THE THREE-day naval exercises between Turkey, Israel and the United States have 
come under attack by most countries of the region and for good reasons. The Arabs 
have a lot to fear from a closer military cooperation between Turkey and Israel, blessed 
and sponsored by the United States. 

The region has suffered in the past decades from the policy of enforced pacts and al¬ 
liances that were concocted by alien powers whose main objective was to secure their 
interests in the region. The notorious Baghdad Pact comes to mind. In fact, one of the 
main factors behind this region's long history of instability has been the policy of pola¬ 
rization, which expressed itself graphically in the 1960s and ‘70s in the many confron¬ 
tations between Soviet backed Arabs and American backed Israelis. 

Today, the naval maneuvers, ostensibly to search for and rescue fishermen gone 
astray, are but an expression of America’s one-sided view of this region. The exercises 
come at a time when the Middle East peace process is gasping for life, when Turkey's 
dubious role in northern Iraq is raising every sort of objection and denunciation, and 
when Israel’s military build-up goe-s unchecked while UN weapons inspectors strip 
Iraq of anything that is even remotely related to modern warfare. 

But there is no ill timing at all on the part of the sponsors of the latest war games. 
There is a message in the exercises to all parties in the region. The emergence of this 
unholy pact redefines the balance of power in this part of the world. It sets America's 
friends and allies apart from tl)ose whose agenda might differ from that of Washington. 

There is an evil attempt to redraw the map of the Middle East one more time before 
the close of this century. This scheme involves rewarding America’s allies in the region 
on territorial grounds. We have seen this in Palestine, Lebanon, Syria with Israel; we 
have seen Eritrea and Ethiopia wetting their appetites in southern Sudan with US and 
Israeli backing: and today we are seeing Turkish incursions in oil-rich northern Iraq 
turning slowly into full-fledged occupation. 

The emergence of this US sponsored pact will only lead to a new cycle of armament 
and polarization in the region. It will discourage development and the building of re¬ 
gional peace while turning neighbors against each other. These policies will claim 
lives, land and resources. In ail cases, only America's interests will be served. 

This is the time to confront such pacts with boldness and courage. The Arabs must 
read between the lines; that they are the prime targets of such an alliance; that they are 
the missing fishermen in their leaking boats that the navies of Israel, Turkey and the 
US are searching for. 

Meanwhile, the Turkish-Israeli collusion must be a cause of worry for Turkey’s Arab 
neighbors. Turkey remains an important neighbor and brother. Since dialogue has 
failed to convince the Turks of Arab fears and worries, the Arabs must now seek to es¬ 
calate their objections. ■ 


By Osama El-Sherif 

Barely one week has passed since Ihc new 
year was horn and il is already promising 
tn he a busy one for the people ol the re¬ 
gion. For keen observers like myself, there 
Ls no shortage of news from this part of the 
world. The Middle East is still the center- 
stage of world events and why not'-' 

If one can judge the year by the events 
that marked its Cuvi week, then 1998 will 
be pregnant with events for the denizens of 
the Levant area. Here is my pick of the re¬ 
gion's news that made front-page headlines 
In the past seven days. 

The Israeli government under the Nettm- 
yahu leadership survived the budget test, 
but emerged; exhausted and wounded alter 
Foreign Minister David Levy’s resignation. 
Netanyahu's foes believe his wounds are 
fatal and that it is only a matter of time be¬ 
fore he succumbs to internal pressures and 
tumbles. But others see it differently. If he 
survived the budget ordeal and Levy's de¬ 
parture. he could withstand any- _ 

thing else. * j 

His premature political dc- [ 
mise is hut wishful thinking on 1 
our part and those who disagree 1 
with his extreme politics. But ) 
the man remains in charge. In ! C 

fact the more vulnerable he | <" 

seems, the more dangerous he ■ A 
becomes for the Palestinians, j /J? 
By appeasing the religious and I px 
right-wing panics, where he j (fe 

draws support for his coalition. ! y 

Netanyahu moves further away ! / & 

from a possible territorial com- ! f 
promise that is acceptable to the I \ 

Palestinians. j 

Another piece of news that 
made headlines here is the start | 
of the joint Turkish-lsr.teli-US : j 

naval maneuvers, code-named 1 /* 

‘■Reliant Mermaid." The official j (4| 

objective of these exercises is j wj 

search and rescue of. believe il | " 

or not. fishing boats! It's be- : 
yond me why >uch a noble oh- > 
jective is being pounded and j 
condemned by most countries ; 

in the region, such as Egypt, j 
Syria and even Greece. ; 

For Jordan the news is the j ^ 

embarrassing invitation issued j //§ 

by Ankara to send Jordanian J 
“observers" to attend the three- ' 

week war games. With IIS par- I 
ticipation and sponsorship who j / 

could refuse such an invitation? ; 

Never mind that Jordan does I 

not have a navy or even u fish- j 
ing fleet, and does it make a dif- i 
fercnee that Jordan's only sea I 

port is on the Red Sea and not j 
the Mediterranean? Well. Jor- ' fl/mmi 

dan had to oblige and has sent 1 nwpart 


one observer in spite of domestic denuncia¬ 
tions. And Jordan’s foreign minister re¬ 
minded everyone that Jordan was merely 
observing, not participating, and that such a 
decision falls within the realm of sove¬ 
reignty—and that's that! 

Another news item that caught my atten¬ 
tion is the adoption, in Tunis, by Arab in¬ 
terior ministers of an agreement to fight ter¬ 
rorism. This agreement joins tens of other 
idle agreements covering various facets of 
joint Arab cooperation that were adopted in 
the past few decades. 

The home secretaries seem to have 
agreed on a single Arab strategy to fight 
terrorism including terms that will facilitate 
the extradition of terrorists and prevent 
Arab countries from giving sanctuary to 
elements that other Arab countries deem as 
terrorist. Implementation of this agreement 
will bring peace and tranquillity to the 
Arab woild since so-called terrorists, once 
wc all agree to a definition to the term, will 





limn, u»* 


(N*ws Itmm: Prime Mlmstef BENJAMfN NETANYAHU is preparing compro mi sed 
maps of tfw Attire West Baik. which he'i present to MadoMna ASjrighi fn January.) 


be handed over in historic border ceremo¬ 
nies between Sudan and Egypt. Egypt and 
Libya, Libya and Tunis, Syria and Iraq, 
Iraq and Jordon, Iraq and'Kuwait, Jordan 
and Palestine. Yemen and Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain and Qatar, Morocco and Algeria 
and..have I forgotten anyone else? 

Anyway, we can all sleep better at night, 
once this agreement goes into effect. An¬ 
other triumph for the inter-Arab coopera¬ 
tion. Next in line, implementation of the 
joint Arab market! 

The bloody events in Algeria occupied 
the front pages of newspapers all over the 
world in the first days of the new year and 
the holy month of Ramadan. It is beyond 
all of us how such barbaric acts against in¬ 
nocent civilians continue to escalate. The 
recent municipal elections have not helped 
either. The Algerian blood-bath is de¬ 
scribed by the central government as an in¬ 
ternal issue. One Jordanian writer said the 
Arabs are acting as if the Algerian massa¬ 
cres are taking place on 
planet Mars. Now the gov¬ 
ernment & arming peasants 
to the teeth to fend for them¬ 
selves and this promises to 
make the Algerian stage m 
the coming weeks a bloodier 
one indeed. 

Iraq remained a hot item 
in the first week of 1998, 
with a rocket attack taking 
place on UN operations of¬ 
fice in Baghdad. Iraq says 
the attackers aimed at dis¬ 
turbing Iraq's relations with 
=. the UN. The Iraqi opposi- 

tion says President Sad- 
dam's son Qussay ordered 
the attack in order to intimi- 
j dare UN weapons inspec- 
j tors. Somehow, 1 don't be- 
j lieve the UN inspectors wilt 
Afl|j|| be intimidated by Qussay’s 
! rockets. 

The fact is, however, that 
Iraqis will linger under (he 
yoke of sanctions for the 
near future. One Iraqi ob- 
serving Ramadan told a- 
Pnews agency that so long as 
Iraqis have dates and bread, 
Ikflll they will not relenL I hope 
■lH the Americans weren't lis- 

tening in. 

Overall, the first week of 
ffljggp 1998 was no different from 
any other week in 1997. 
|1| Tuning to last week’s news 

jjp gave me a sense of dtjb wc 

Up but not a yearning for things 

Hi xo 2 past. Somehow we all want¬ 
ed to. start the new year dif- 
ferentiy. But not a chance! 



Cold war is over, but 


Humane and logical In need of friends 


Tn The Editor. 


To The Editor. 


Your proposed New 
is both humane and 
logical (Notes from 
the Levant, The Star 
I January, 19981. It 
will be hard for such 
a proposal to fail in 
gaining wide spread 
support from North 
American people. 
However, the 

thnught process must 
be presented to them 
with the eloquence ; 
you have demon¬ 
strated. 

I wish you (Jor¬ 
dan) success. 
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Peter Daniels 


Krakow Poland who is 
looking for friends 
from all over the 
world people who like 
me love peace. I'm a 
purchasing manager 
of a confectionary 
company ZPC 

“WAWEL” SA. My 
wife is called Marta 
37, have a son Witek 
11. and daughter Da- 
nusia 10. My hobbies 
include travel, geogra¬ 
phy, sport, music, 
have many friends, 
post-cards, stamps. 
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LAST WEEK marked the J8th 
I anniversary of the Soviet inva¬ 
sion of Afghanistan. On 27 
December, a local civil war in 
a remote highland country was 
transformed into the last great 
contest of the Cold War. 

When Soviet troops with¬ 
drew. in Februaiy 1989. much 
of Afghanistan had been de¬ 
stroyed: millions of Afghans 
had fled, and civilian deaths 
were too high to count. By 
then, the war’s major protago¬ 
nists had also departed: Soviet 
President Mikhail S. Gorba¬ 
chev. President Reagan and 
Pakistan's Gen. Mohammed 
Zia uI-Haq. who secured his 
own tenure by crafting an alli¬ 
ance with the United States 
and Saudi Arabia against the 
Soviets, were no longer rele¬ 
vant to Afghanistan's luturc. 
For the w-ur's most enthusias¬ 
tic purveyors. Afghanistan was 
over. 

But war in Afghanistan con¬ 
tinues to this day. This anni¬ 
versary will be barely noticed 
in the Afghan highlands, 
where this month's military 
blockade brought the isolated 
Hazarajat region close to fa¬ 
mine: or in Kabul, where last 
week's nearby battles among 
competing military factions 
threaten the safety of a capital 
city now nearly destroyed: or 
in Muzar-i-Sharif. w here war¬ 
ring factions have left some of 
central Asia's oldest, pluralis¬ 
tic societies scarred by the 
mass graves ot recent fighting. 

Today's war is about the de¬ 
tritus of war. Il is about the ag¬ 
gressive acquisitiveness of Af¬ 
ghanistan's neighbors. for 
whom Afghanistan holds the 
prospect of transit lines for 
central Asia's natural gas. Il is 
about small local militias seek¬ 
ing short-term alliances to see 
them through the long winter, 
it is about competing commit- 
ments to religious doctrine and 
political beliefs, all tied to the 
vagaries of military power. 

Today's war is also about 
the many problems that 
plagued Afghanistan before its 
conflicts became the world's 
w-ar. the dilemmas of an agrar¬ 
ian society that had begun to 
loosen the light 1\ woven fabric 


of tribal loyalties: about con¬ 
flicts over scarce resources 
and opportunities: and. per¬ 
haps above all. about the na¬ 
ture of Afghanistan's govern¬ 
ment and state as it moved 
from monarchy to republic, 
from local sovereignties to the 
unexplored and occasionally 
murky territory that defines a 
central state. These were, and 
arc. Afghanistan's agenda for 
the future. 

But its current agenda is 
about the ways war defines 
life: the absence of heat and 
potable water, the recurrence 
of communicable diseases 
long conquered elsewhere, and 
the pernicious effects of mil¬ 
lions or land mines scattered 
across the Afghan landscape. 
It is about the loss of a land to 
the ravages of battle, but also 
to a divisiveness that despoils 
the country as controlling fac¬ 
tions impose their ways on 
people whose consent is nei¬ 
ther sought nor sanctioned. 
For however alarming - Af¬ 
ghanistan’s humanitarian chal¬ 
lenges continue to he. its polit¬ 
ical agenda—the civility of 
local relationships in the vacu¬ 
um left by absent political par¬ 
ties and parliaments—is the 
most daunting. 

Afghanistan has been large¬ 
ly without government since 
1992 —when the Communist- 
leaning government of Naji- 
hullah was overthrown by a 
weak, temporary coalition of 
moujahcdccn. whose subse¬ 
quent rule was erratic and 
short-lived. The Taliban 
movement that now rules the 
southern two-thirds of the 
country has imposed a sem¬ 
blance of order defined by 
edicts and social prohibitions, 
but its first concern is military 
conquest: its opponents in Lhe 
north, whose directives arc 
less frequent, are also con¬ 
sumed by military expediency. 

Military might and empty 
political space have immediate 
consequences. Whatever mon¬ 
ey is available to fighting fac¬ 
tions is devoted to war: Af¬ 
ghanistan's sole means of 
systematic relief and rehabili¬ 
tation is foreign assistance. 
The ingenuity of a few- traders, 
and the mobility of refugees 
who work in neighboring 


countries, cannot provide 
enough resources to rebuild a 
war-torn country. Without a 
legitimized government, it is 
hard to discover and under¬ 
stand citizen opinions and pri¬ 
orities; without a legitimized 
government, it is difficult to 
understand the rules, and con¬ 
flicting responses to them, that 
now define the public environ¬ 
ment for Afghan citizens. 

Most noticeably, the ab¬ 
sence of public voice has 
meant that Afghan citizens— 
particularly women living un¬ 
der Taliban rule—have been 
caught between local dictate 
and the international standards 
that accompany the provision 
of international assistance. In¬ 
ternational aid brings with it 
the world's assumptions about 
what constitutes the proper 
treatment of women, respect 
for human rights, notions of 
social equity—standards that 
offer a vision of a better life, 
but also a consistency of pur¬ 
pose that often eludes the com¬ 
plexities of war. 

Overseas observers tend to 
dramatize the problems Af¬ 
ghan women face by drawing 
attention to the mandatory bur- 
ka that drapes them in public: 
This curtain obscures the con¬ 
crete deprivations that accom¬ 
pany segregation: restrictions 
on the use of public transport, 
prohibitions against working 
and attending school, the lack 
of access to"medical facilities 
in the absence of female doc- 1 
tors—all remove women from 
services they and their families 
need to survive. 

Universal-sounding dictates, 
however, do not have univer¬ 
sal effects. Strictures that con¬ 
strain urban women do not al¬ 
ways affect rural areas 
similarly, and even rural Af¬ 
ghanistan offers a variegated 
window on the intersection of 
former opportunities and fu¬ 
ture possibilities. This diversi¬ 
ty does not lessen the dangers 
of discrimination, but under¬ 
scores them: It seems almost 
impossibly difficult to build a 
road through the thicket of cul¬ 
tural practices, ideological 
contesl and international law 
(hat is wide enough for Afghan 
women to traverse. 

It is for this reason that US 


Secretary of State Madeleine 
K. Albright's journey last 
month to a refugee camp in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, near the 
Afghan border, offered signifi¬ 
cance without adequate sub¬ 
stance. AJbrigbc told school¬ 
girls their futures depend on 
precisely the opportunities not 
available to them in Afghanis 
stan. but she offered no guid¬ 
ance for opening schools in 
Kabul or returning educated 
women to work. By her si¬ 
lence, Albright reaffirmed 
what every Afghan woman al¬ 
ready knows; that today’s war 
has become _ through no fault 
of their own _ a contest about 
the future for Afghanistan's 
women and by extension, the 
durability of its heterogeneous 
society. 

Albright left other truisms 
unspoken as well: that. no 
peace is durable without the 
consent of Afghan citizens, 
and that the patii to peace is 
obstructed by fighting factions 
fueled by outsiders whose 
stake in war has overwhelmed 
Afghanistan’s stake in peace. 
A few weeks after Albright's 
visit,.3 joint Russia-U.S. state¬ 
ment exhorted fighting fac¬ 
tions to renew a peace process 
that the United Nations had al¬ 
ready declared to be virtually 
dead. Last week. Pakistan's 
prime minister, representing a 
government long suspected of 
supporting the Taliban, initiat¬ 
ed meetings with the Taliban’s 
opposition. . 

Whether this is posturing 
or represents calls for new 
concern is still unclear. .But if 
this anniversary of the begin¬ 
ning of war is also read as an 
obituary for its possible end¬ 
ing. we would all be making a 
terrible mistake. The world 
that fought a proxy war in Af¬ 
ghanistan for nine years, and 
then ignored its travails for 
another nine years, has a re¬ 
sponsibility to see Afghani¬ 
stan through to a future that it - 
—arid all its .people—can call 
its own. 

Newberg is a senior asso¬ 
ciate at the Institute for the 
Study of. Diplomacy at 
Georgetown University. ■ 
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Style and 
Substance 


LA Times-Washington Post 
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MAPS ARE being drawn, 
and counter maps are being 
rc-drawn, and we are still 
none the wiser as far as the 
Palestinian state, that eve- 
ryone is talking about is 
concerned. Percentages 
emerge to be followed by 
more percentages, without 
either, the Israelis or the 
Palestinians looking con¬ 
vinced in what they are 
drawing. 

In the middle, the Amer¬ 
icans are very keen to pro¬ 
vide humanity with an im¬ 
portant paradigm for 
peace-making, hence their 
continued request for 
those maps to materialize. 
The whole outlook seems 
to be characterized hy bra¬ 
vado rather than substance, 
and shows that style can 
easily be victorious oyer 
substance. Emphasis on 
style is a phenomenon that 
permeates all walks of life, 
all over the world, but we 
must accept the fact that, 
losing content in favour of 
style, is what creates the 
impasses in the Palcstin- 
ian-Israeli negotiations. 

And this has been pro¬ 
pounded without any 
doubt, with the resignation, 
or attempt of it, of Mr 
Levi, and the threats of Mr 
Mortice hai to that effccL 
Not much is expected in 
this context, as the dis¬ 
placement of Gcsher will 
not affect a great deal the 
direction of the Netanyahu 
government, as there will 
always be allies and silent 
supporters from outside the 
coalition, therefore, style is 
what matters in this case of 
resignation, rather than the 
substance of it. 

The question of peace, 
plays a very minor role in 
lhe list of Mr Levi’s grie¬ 
vances, and though seem¬ 
ingly putting the Netanya¬ 
hu cabinet in a tight spot, 
in -reality, it provides him 
with a breathing space, to 
have a more homogeneous- 
cabinet. that he can exist 
with it in a proper symbiot¬ 
ic relationship. The two 
trades he is likely to follow 
of enhancing the ideologi¬ 
cal content of his cabinet, 
and buying off the favors 
of his partners, are very 
likely to affect the direc¬ 
tion of the negotiations 
. with the PNA. 

For almost all his part¬ 
ners are against giving 
more concessions to the 
Palestinians, that is of 
• course when they are not 
concerned with more par¬ 
ticular and specific issues, 
related to the Jewish faith, 
and the absorption of Rus¬ 
sian emigrants. At this 
point Mr Netanyahu is 
likely to have a free hand 
in fusing his beliefs with 
those of his partners. Even 
Mr Mordachai is complain¬ 
ing, only in terms of the 
Jack of final plans to be 
. presented to the USA and 
the Palestinians, which Mr 
Netanyahu will not readily 
provide, because the incon¬ 
venience presented to him 
by Mr Levi's influence has 
. been clipped. Therefore, 
we art: likely to witness 
more clogging In the Israe¬ 
li-Palestinian relations, thor - 
are not likely to be re¬ 
solved short of the Ameri¬ 
can administration enforc¬ 
ing its own will over Lhe 
Knesset. 

Unfortunately^ the resig¬ 
nation of Mr Levi is mere¬ 
ly a question of style rather 
than of any content that 
may be of interest to us as 
Arabs. For the detractors 
of Mr Netanyahu, there 
seems to be more opportu¬ 
nities now. to topple his 
government, while for his 
supporters, there is an ideal 
chance now, to remedy the 
uncomfortable situation 
created by the presence of 
Geshcr in the government, 
and proceed more confi¬ 
dently with his own brand 
of Likud ideology, with the 
support of his coalition 
partners. 

There is no point in 
over-emphasizing the divi¬ 
sions in Israel, for those 
have been there since the 
signing of the peace, but 
what is important, is the re¬ 
alization that, it is content 
and substance that are like¬ 
ly to create the atmos¬ 
phere. in which peace and 
reconciliation may be en¬ 
hanced. rather than brava¬ 
do and theatrics. 

For-those who wish Mr 
Netanyahu to fall, one can 
only say that, it is not like¬ 
ly to happen now. but per¬ 
haps, it will happen at one 
point if he continues to 
head a c abinet dominated 
by narrow sectarian influ- 
enoes.B . 
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Pern for EnginfceV . 
. in .?-Industries, which- ' 
receive 

• l!e 'i5? 9 ®9 certificate 

. . m - is: awarded 

ihe ^European. CE si*, 
nal given for. safety in 
/indostry. It is the first ‘ 

. Jordanian company to 
•; «et such a .certificate, 

‘ an d thus is . able to 
enter the international, 
markets with.. much, 
strength , aiK , 
confidence. 
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Industrial produtivity set to rise for e 98 

continues to 
proceedure 


m Jordanian-Saudi 
■trade ' "witnessed 
remarkable growth 
since. Wl./T^b trade 
balance is in ! favor of 
Jordan as its exports 
.to Saudi' Arabia 
reached JD 537.8 mil¬ 
lion, while ..imports 
were JD 45.3 million. - 
; in' 1995 Jordanian 
exports to .-Saudi Ara¬ 
bia totalled 70.3 mil¬ 
lion. hut rose in 1996 
. to JD 129.6 million. 
-'Jordanian . . imports, 
from Saudi Arabia 
were JD '9^4 million 
against'JD 9L5 mil¬ 
lion in 1996. in the . 
" first 10 ntdnths of Iasi 
. year Jordanian 

imports to the King¬ 
dom stood at JD.85.3. 
million. Among Jofda- 
■ nian exports io Saudi 
Arabia . are ' fruits, 
cement. fertilizers, 
chemicals,, detergents, 
^shocs, and ovens. 
..Saudi exports to. Jor¬ 
dan Include dry dates, 
crude sulphur, poly-- 
otheiene, - - po ly pro be¬ 
lt ne,; steel products, 
air conditioning units 
and aluminium 

industries. 

’ “ ‘ m 

■ The year 1997 was 
outstanding ■ for the 
Jordan . Phosphate 
Mines Co. It has inau- 
_ gurated- two major.: 
projects with Japan 
and India to attract 
more - investment 
.activities in the King¬ 
dom. ' - Also '-. Jordan 
Phosphate Mines con- .. 
eluded a partnership 
agreement > with^ tKar-'i 
Norwegian -.rtfrim's 
.Hydro to tuald.unhts^ 
trial complexes at.; AT 
Steidiyah and Aqaba. 
Such complexes:. are 
designated to create ;a 
stable market "to pro¬ 
mote nearly:. 1-5 ini In 
lion tons of phosphate 
per year.; The . copr-' ] 
pany’s output 

recorded a 12 percini - 
rise compared- with 
1996. and its. sales I 
also went. up 8.4 per-; 
cent in 1997 compared \ 
with 1996. The com¬ 
pany produced abbuL 
323.000 tons of phos¬ 
phoric acid in 1997 
against 325,000 -tons 
in 1996. 



^ m 

Jonten is ^cpwed to prosper .in 
.1998. -This-' is; in -light of new 
devdopmen?' --schemes- 
national economy; ; 

Then* ’23301?. 

Industrie.; compand with 
labor force of 147,0^0. -*. 

: .d990r1995-pefibd'saw a; 
noticeable rise in the volume of 
new industrial 1 concerns af a 50' 
percent average. " ' - V- •--? .- 
_ Adyan^ ep^oeenagdiidps^ 
tries have beeii introduced such 
. as television) and videoprodOCr'-' 
j- tion. This is besides improve*., 
inents iirpharmaceuticals. 

Generally speaJririg industrial : 
companies in-.: Jordan are - 
diverse.- They- include drugs, 
foodstuffs, chemicals, plastic,-, 
agriculture and construction 
materials. Added.to these, is 
phosphate and potash, whfch . 
provide, the Kingdom’s coffer- 
with high eamragsi.' -' 

Total registered inves tments ' 
in all sectors went up from -JD 
162.6 million in 1992 to JD ■ 
768 million m 1996, according 
to latest_ statistics released by 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 

Despite the fact that almost 
all sectors (including industry, - 
agriculture, constructions, trade 
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Industry is coming to Ire seen as the future for this country 

with the EU will help greatly in 
restructuring this sector. 

The only option is to stick to 


high' standards and quality', to 
face international competition, 
as experts argue. 

“;“Snch quality doesn't only 
apply to the .kind of production . 
but to the high standards of pro¬ 
duction systems and methods 
earmarked." says Dr Ahmad AI 
Hrndawi, director of the'Indus¬ 
trial Development Directorate 


and services) 1 hiked up between ' at the Ministry of Industry and 
the 1992-1996 period,- the -Trade.:, 
industrial sector'-took the lion's - This issue is crucial to guar- 
share of investments. 'stiisf&inabfiity and profiia- 

.Credit must be given to-the t^Uty of mdustrial companies, 
private sector for its" rolls; in ^ .^As most companies - are 
industrial .• tovfeamehts. short- tod medium-size enter- 

weil-known ft»emationa%‘3fiai''' prises, efforts should be intensi- 
the private sector has a m$or ".-fed to'boost their performance 
TOle.in economy; development . and productivity-... 

Tfa fi Hb$ever.‘ some industrial-: 
locaf iiMiostry ^^Ser die sigftiijg 'Tsts continue to- express concern 
of the association agreement. -about the EU-Jordanian associ¬ 


ation agreement and feel that 
they will either be lost amidst 
high tech industries or are fear¬ 
ful of the consequences of 
opening our markets. And this 
includes the issue of dumping. 
Some even describe the pact as 
creating “incompatible 

competition” . 

That also justifies the 
repeated calls of industrialists, 
headed by the Amman Cham¬ 
ber of Industry to exempt 
inputs from' customs duties and 
reduce tariffs on final outputs. 

But Dr Hindawi draws on 
the Tunisian experiment after 
signing its partnership agree¬ 
ment with the EU. . 

According fo Tunisian offi¬ 
cials. about 30 percent of their 
factories did not face any prob¬ 
lem in adaptation, however less 
than 30 percent faced; some 
problems at the start. This 
implies that there is optimism 
as far as Jordan is concerned. 


Jordanian companies are up 
to the challenge. So far. about 
65 industrial and .services com¬ 
panies have got the ISO 9000 
certification. 

Getting into global blocs and 
association pacts is not an end 
in itself. "It is rather a mecha¬ 
nism or an effective tool to 
achieve certain objectives, it’s 
in benefit our national econ¬ 
omy and guarantee sustainable 
development." Dr Hindawi 
adds. 

To enhance industrial perfor¬ 
mance. the Directorate is cur¬ 
rently working on a strategy to 
encourage industrial invest¬ 
ments. mainly big enterprises 
with big capital, improve legis¬ 
lations and laws linked to 
encourage industrial invest¬ 
ments and provide investors 
with incentives to pump fund¬ 
ings into the market. 

Also among the Directo-- 
rate's priorities are to study the 


exemption of industrial inputs 
from duties, work to increase 
industrial awareness among 
investors (to be acquainted with 
Jordan's laws in term with 
income tax, customs ..etc! and 
eliminate bureaucratic practices 
in some official departments. 

Today getting an application 
for industrial registration 
doesn't take investors more 
than 10 minutes while in the 
past it used to require repeated 
visits to such departments, and 
sometimes such routine killed 
many investment opportunities. 

In the near future, the Minis¬ 
try of Industry is planning to 
establish a "one-stop shop." so 
that investors can do their busi¬ 
ness under one roof, easily and 
comfortably. 

As industry plays a great role 
in reviving the movement at 
internal and external uade, it 
also contributes a great deal in 
creating new jobs, and reduces 
unemployment 

From 1991 to 1995. invest¬ 
ments in new industrial compa¬ 
nies reached JD 632 million. 
According to the Ministry of 
Trade, new employments in this 
sector exceeded 58.000 jobs. 

Currently the Ministry is 
studying a package of draft 
laws to be approved soon such 
as the protection of national 
production draft law. the intel¬ 
lectual property, competition 
and prohibiting monopolistic 
practises, insurance, agents and 
commercial brokers, trade 
marks, industry and trade and 
letters patent. Some .of these 
draft laws are in their final 
stage, while others are either at 
the Prime Ministry or awaiting 
approval of the Lower House. 



ong anxiety over bird flu grows 


these things very urgently" 
Tung said after an emergency 

announced 

aflpwqd LjO w ^iree nitfre ,fs m ? ss poultry slaughter last 

jfijmda y 1 * 1 ( M hiioms after saying 
Fridaysuch, a dramatfc step was 
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the jbb would be completed 
within a day. Five days after 
the campaign began, the gov¬ 
ernment reported that it has 
killed some 13 million chick- 
, eos and, qtbec Suspect poultry 
including geese, ducks and 
■-quail—but itrrfso concededrhat^ 
. thousands of chickens remain 
alive and that Hong Kong is 
home to more chicken farms 
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dais for what is rajudUy : 
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than previously known. 

Agriculture and Fisheries 
Department Director Lcssie 
Wei—who vowed that “no 
chickens will be allowed to 
walk free"—has become the 
subject of much of the criticism 
since her department took the 
lead role in the slaughter cam¬ 
paign. “I'm not making any 
excuses.” she said. ”... but dur¬ 
ing the bperation. more farms 
emerged." She said her depart¬ 
ment was investigating how 
chicken farms were operating 
without the government's 
knowledge. 

in addition, some chickens 
were known to have escaped the 
slaughter by poking lheir way 
out of the sealed plastic garbage 
hags that were to have been 
their tombs. The bags had been 
pumped foil of carbon dioxide 
to kill the birds, but in depots 
where the bags were piled high, 
chickens could be seen moving 
and poking around inside. 

Panicked Hong Kong resi¬ 
dents reported seeing chickens 
strolling on the grounds of hous¬ 
ing developments. They also 


reported seeing chicken car¬ 
casses strewed about, often near 
where children might play. 

The Agriculture and Fisheries 
Department Friday said in a 
statement it is “continuing with 
mopping-up operations to check 
whether some live chickens had 
been missed out and whether 
there were carcasses uncol¬ 
lected." The department set up a 
special chicken hot line to report 
any live chicken sightings. 

Residents also reported that 
stray dogs, cats and rats were 
seen eating through the bags 
containing chicken carcasses, 
raising fears that they might 
become new carriers of the dis¬ 
ease. Health officials at Hong 
Kong University immediately 
began testing dogs, cats and rats 
to see if they had any traces of 
“bird flu.” And some officials 
left open the possibility that the 
unprecedented slaughter could 
be extended to other animals if 
they were found capable of 
transmitting the virus. ■ 

LA Tanes-Washington Post 
News Service 
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BritishBank 
maturity proceeds 
will soon be offered 
to shareholders 


BRITISHBANK HAS announced that shareholders in its 
Guaranteed Capital investment Bond second issue 
IGCIB 11-3 Year Bonds) Will shortly be receiving their 
maturity proceeds. The returns for US dollar investors 
will be in excess of 84 percent. 

GCUB II linked investment to the performance of the 
US stock market via the S&P 500 index for US dollar 
investors and 
the UK stock 
market Via the 
FTSE 100 
Index for ster¬ 
ling investors. 

GCIB II. 
like subse¬ 
quent Issues of 
these Bonds, 
incorporated a 
special growth 
stabilization 

feature which 1 - i 

averaged the 

level of these indices during the final 12 months of the 
term to determine the final return. After applying this 
feature the Bank has calculated that US dollar investors 
will receive a return for sterling investors will to the 
return of their full initial, whilst the return of 84.06 per¬ 
cent in addition to the return of their full initial invest¬ 
ment. whilst the return for sterling investors will be 
50.39 percent in addition to the return of their full initial 
investment. 

Commenting on the bonds' maturity. John Pascoc. 
Chief Executive Officer said, “the return show the tre¬ 
mendous potential that these Bonds offer investors who 
are prepared to take a medium term view. It also demon¬ 
strates to our customers the value of our membership of 
one of the world’s largest financial services and bunking 
organizations. Through the HSBC Group we are able to 
deliver world class products such as GCIB. 

Mr Pascoc added. “Our seventh Issue of the Guaran¬ 
teed Capital Investment bond, linked to UK/US and the 
Hong Kong market indices, is currently running and will 
close on 8 January I99S. The response to date has been 
very encouraging. The recent “corrections" seen in world 
slock markets potentially offer a tremendous buying 
opportunity allied to all the important guarantees pro¬ 
vided by GCIB VII." 

BritishBank is the largest and most widely represented 
international bank in the Middle East with 30 branches 
throughout the UAE. Oman. Bahrain. Jordan and Leba¬ 
non, an offshore banking unit in Bahrain and a represen¬ 
tative office in Palestine. The extensive regional cover¬ 
age is enhanced by its associates Saudi British Bank and 
the Egyptian British Bank. In addition to its Middle East¬ 
ern network the Bank has branches in Mumbai. Trivan¬ 
drum in India and Baku, Azerbaijan. It also has Private 
Bunking operations in London and Geneva. 

BritishBank has been a principal member of the HSBC 
Group since 1959. With more than 5.5UU offices in 79 
countries and assets of over GBP 275 billion las at 30 
June 1997). the HSBC Group is one of the world's larg¬ 
est banking and financial services organizations. Among 
the other principal members of the Group are Hong 
Kong Bank in Asia. Midland Bank in Europe and Marine 
Midland Bank in the Unites Slates of America. The head¬ 
quarters of the HSBC Group is in London. ■ 
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Bad times prompt good 
crowds at Japanese shrines 


By Mary Jordan 

TOKYO—The Japanese econ¬ 
omy is reeling, many people 
are depressed—and that was a 
perfecr combination for Shigeo 
Yoshida to make a killing on 
New Year's. 

Puffing a cigarette inside his 
300-ycnr-old Shinto shrine at 
midnight. Yoshida. a priest in 
white and purple robes, said 
there is nothing like a rotten 
economy to get the Japanese 
people proving and making 
cash offerings lo the heavens. 

"I can tell you when limes 
arc good and people have fat 
salaries and bonuses, things 
aren't great for us." he 
explained. "We gel more dona¬ 
tions when ihereis suffering." 

Religion is one of the few 
businesses doing well here 
these days. The end of 1997 
brought the biggest bankrupt¬ 
cies or Japanese financial insti¬ 
tutions since World War II, a 
rise in unemployment and a 
fear that the worst is yet to 
come. As much of Asia was 
knocked to its knees with an 
economic crisis, the world's 
second-largest economy did 
not escape the lashing. 

But for New Year's, the 
most important holiday in 
Japan, the country has virtually 
shin down for the rest of the 
week—the slock market reo¬ 
pens Jan. 5—and that has given 
millions a quiet reprieve from 
the relentless had financial 
news. 

Followinc centuries-old tra¬ 


ditions. as many as 90 million 
Japanese people are expected to 
visit neighborhood shrines and 
temples over toe next few days. 
That means three out of every 
four people will go to a favorite 
shrine or temple to bow their 
heads, offer a prayer or refiecl 
on the new- year. Some visitors 
will ring bells and buy good- 
luck charms on sale at toe out¬ 
door booths. Others will join 
toe torongs drinking Japanese 
rice wine and eating rice cakes 
in the winter air. 

The smell of bunting 
paper—often calendars and 
other documents related to the 
outgoing year—wafts from out¬ 
door fires lit by priests and 
their helpers. 

'In Japanese tradition, you 
draw a clear line between last 
year and the new year. There is 
great emphasis on starting over 
at New Year’s." Yoshida said. 

This year already stands 
apart because of toe signs of a 
hurting economy. Just about 
every measure of consumer 
spending, from cars to clothes, 
is down. For the first lime since 
19S0. the number of Japanese 
who traveled abroad for the 
New Year's holidays declined. 
And even though it was not by 
much, nearly every economic 
indicator is adding to the 
national funk, including a new 
study from the prime minister’s 
office that said less than 5 per¬ 
cent of people here think they 
were better off in 1997 than in 
the previous year. 

"I, for one. am optimistic,” 


said a cheery Denju Saito. who 
fixes the air conditioning in 
buildings near downtown 
Tokyo's Kotohira Shrine, affil¬ 
iated with Japan's indigenous 
Shinto religion. "People 
always need air conditioning; I 
don’t expect much of a change 
in my business." 

He said he came out in toe 
cold at midnight “because it is 
a custom," not because he is 
worried. But just to be sure. 
Saito came to join the shrine's 
nine priests who specialize in 
praying for businesses to 
flourish. 

Over toe centuries, many 
Shinto shrines in Japan have 
come to be known as a place to 
pray for a specific wish _ a 
marriage, a pregnancy, the 
healing of an illness. Kotohira 
is known as a place to go when 
you need more money. As the 
shrine's brochure plainly 
stales, "it is a good place to 
pray” for “improvement of 
one's own fortune." 

Thar is why Isamu Hav3- 
busa, 77, brought his wife, 
daughter and granddaughter to 
the shrine. 

“1 am in the auto repair busi¬ 
ness, and you can't imagine 
how bad things are,” said Hay- 
abusa. "We all came to pray 
for our health and. of course, 
for our business.” 

And in the hopes of boost¬ 
ing his fortune, he spent $10 
on a good-luck charm that is 
supposed to bring his business 
better times. 

Another businessman ho wed 


his head in front of Kotohira*s 
altar with offerings of oranges 
and rice to the gods, and 
plopped down $150 for good- 
luck charms for “business 
prosperity." 

"There is too much chaos in 
Japan." he said, saying he 
would Lake whatever edge he 
could get. 

Over the next two or three 
days, as many as 30.000 people 
will visit Kotohira. adding con¬ 
siderably to its cash flow. And 
many companies, including 
banks, security firms and fold¬ 
ing companies, already have 
lined up times next week when 
their staffs will come for a spe¬ 
cial group prayer. 

"We have to pray for a dif¬ 
ferent company every 15 min¬ 
utes. there is such demand." 
said Yoshida. 

Loudspeakers blared the tele¬ 
vision countdown to 1998 to 
the crowd at Kotohira. Japa¬ 
nese lanterns illuminated the 
faces of the assembled, and 
when friends spotted each 
other, they offered New Year’s 
best wishes. 

“More than anything l hope 
that the economy picks up." 
said Chiyoko Kawanishi, 64. a 
secretary who has been out of 
work since a medical problem 
with her legs sidelined her. *T 
am worried about the future of 
our country." ■ 

M Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Ramadan In Algeria is turning 

into another killing season 
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One Algerian journalist, speaking by telephone from Algie 
anonymity , spoke of a general mood of hopelessness that 
country of 28 million as it starts Ramadan this 
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rs on condition of 
has befallen the 


By John Daniszewski 

SorM°D E S-T~ ln most or the Islamic 
world .Ramadan is a time for piety, shar¬ 
ing and warm family gatherings. 

But m violence-plagued Algeria, the 
. holiest month of the Islamic calendar has 
turned tiao the killing season. 

i ' A ! lai r^ ers NWC| oped down on four iso¬ 
lated ullages in western Algeria after sun- 
scl 0,1 lh ^ day of Ramadan and in a 
rampage that lasted until dawn killed 412 
people, among them children hacked with 
axes and hahics smashed a gainst walls, a 
newspaper reported last week. 

Massacres blamed on Islamic extre¬ 
mists took men: than 300 lives in the 
-‘ays leading up to the start of Ramadan 
last Tuesday, according m Algerian 
newspaper accounts, and authorities 
’ announced Wednesday that 78 more peo¬ 
ple were slain in the first 24 hours of the 
Muslim tasting month. 

The Islamic terrorist groups believe 
that before Ramadan or during Ramadan, 
they yet closer to God when they carry 
out these terrorist acts." said Jam'il Bou- 
r.tbah. a human rights activist working 
with families of massacre victims. 

The killings seemed to mark the begin¬ 
ning »»t another bloody Ramadan for the 
North African country. As many as 600 
civilians have died during Ramadan in 
each of the past five years. 


year . 


Hoping to reduce this year's death toll, 
the government already has launched a 
“vigilance campaign." urging people to 
stay away front trash bins and suspi¬ 
ciously parked automobiles where bombs 
may be hidden. The army also has set up 
extra roadblocks and increased patrols 
against terrorists around Algiers, the 
capital. 

The three massacres last week that left 
78 villagers dead took place in the west¬ 
ern province of Relizane. according to 
the Algerian Press Service, the official 
government news agency. The attackers 
were unknown. 

Islamic extremists, banded together 
under various leaders or "emirs."' have 
been battling Algeria's military-backed 
government since the cancellation of Jan¬ 
uary 1992 parliamentary elections that 
Ihc now-banned Islamic’Salvation From 
was set to win. 

By conservative estimates. 65.000 
people have died since then. Authorities 
blame most of these killings on the 
extreme Armed Islamic Group' or GIA. a 
loose-knit militia that has made grisly 
and grotesque massacres of unarmed 
civilians its hallmark. 

Some critics of the government, how¬ 
ever. have raised suspicions that ele¬ 
ments of the security apparatus itself 
may have directed or even carried out 
some of the massacres as a way to pun¬ 


Lurie's NewsCartpon 


ish its enemies and turn the people 
against the Islamist cause. 

The struggle between the government 
and its Islamic foes ebbs and flows. Dur¬ 
ing 1997. authorities managed to impose 
a measure of security in the capital city. 
And since two notorious massacres in 
August and September outside Algiers, 
government troops have been stepping 
up pressure on militants hiding out in a 
nearby mountainous area that has been 
dubbed the “Triangle of Death." 

But recently, more and more extremist 
attacks have been taking place in the 
west and central regions of the country 
where government forces are less 
effective. 

At j village called Safsaf. near the 
western port of Oran, masked men 
invaded a mosque where a government- 
appointed imam was preaching Saturday, 
and shot and hacked to death 30 wor¬ 
shipers as they begged for mercy. 

Attackers erected a false police check¬ 
point Monday near Mascara, in central 
Algeria, w’hcre they stopped a bus and 
killed its 14 passengers and the driver by 
slitting throats or shooting them. 

One Algerian journalist, speaking by 
telephone from Algiers on condition of 
anonymity, spoke of a general mood of 
hopelessness that has befallen the coun¬ 
try of 28 million as it starts Ramadan 
this vear. 
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Lust year, she said, people still held 
nut hope for a possible political solution. 
New parliamentary and local elections 
were held, and a unilateral cease-fire was 
declared by the Islamic Salvation Front's. 
armed wing, the Islamic Salvation Army. 
But so far nothing has brought an end to 
the violence. 

One positive development is the crack¬ 
down on violence in and around the capi¬ 
tal. she said. “This Ramadan, police have 
been more vigilant. They are very alert at 
night especially." she said. 

During Ramadan, which marks God's 
revelation or the Koran to the Prophet 
Mohammed, faithful Muslims around 
the world abstain from eating, drinking, 
smoking and sex from dawn to dusk. 

At night, it is customary for families 
to gather and stay up late with rela¬ 
tives. eating and relaxing. Another cus¬ 
tom is to donate food to the poor for 
the “iftiir." the meal after sunset that 
marks the end of the daily fast. But 
because of the violence, few Algerians 
dare venture out aL night. 

Bnurabah said that, because the 
Algerian extremists believe they are 
performing God's will, they have 
tended to hecome even more violent 
during the fasting month. 

Having seen his own wife, a judge. ' 
gunned down by militants on Feb. 27, 
1995. Bourabah said he does not 
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The agony continues 

believe dialogue or democracy will 
ever deter people of such a fanatical 
mind-set. 

“The only aim of these Islamists is 
to have a state based on Islamic Sharia 
(law)," he said. “They will use any 
means...(and) democracy' contradicts 
the plans and aims of these people.” 


But the Algerian journalist said the 
only way out of the country's suffering 
is through political negotiations. 

Tt's going to take time,” she said. 
“The solution lies in democracy.” ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Comeback in Khatami’s Irai 
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,tem: The state of Israel will be celebrating in 1998 its fiftieth anniversary. Its courageous citizens, however, seem 
to ngnt ab °ut the future path their state has to take: be tough and risk wars, or settle for peace.) 


By John Daniszewski 

TEHRAN—As a director 
making movies about women 
in Iran.Tahminch Milani was 
not exactly popular at the 
strait-laced Ministry of Cul¬ 
ture and Islamic Guidance. 
Her last film never made it 
into theaters because it 
■ showed an8-year-old girl who 
wasn't wearing ‘the “hijab." 
the Islamic headcovering. 
After that. j»he was prevented 
from making another film by a' 
ministry bureaucracy packed 
with former Revolutionary 
Guards who. she says ruefully, 
loved only war movies. 

But Milani persisted, going 
regularly to the ministiy’s film 
department to argue for her 
latest script. “Two Women." 
Last month, after four years of 
waiting, she received an unex¬ 
pected reply: “No problem.” 

She credits Iran's surprising 
new president. Mohammad 
Khatami, a leader who is chal¬ 
lenging the widely held belief 
that post-Islamic Revolution 
Iran is undemocratic, immune 
to change and stuck in a med¬ 


ieval time warp. Thanks to 
him, Iran is becoming more 
open and exciting. Fun, even. 

“We think there will be a lot 
of things coming,” said 20- 
year-old Mittra, a young 
woman, whose life reflects a 
generation’s frustration at liv¬ 
ing in a theocracy. She 
believes she was turned down 
for study by the education 
faculty at her university 
because her instructors did not 
find her * style sufficiently 
Islamic: a Jong coat and scarf 
with blue jeans peeking out 
instead of the full-length black 
cloak known as the chador. 

“We picked him to relax 
things," Mittra said of the 
president Her friend Gaela- 


vacy and individual rights, and 
breaking down barriers 
between Iran and the rest, of 
the world, including the 
United States. “What ■ hap¬ 
pened during the election 
showed that people are tired of 
all this stuff.” Milani said. In 
Khatami, a huge, and restive 
younger generation of Iranians 
has found its icon of change, 
its “supermuflah." And the 
younger generation In turn 


a lot of soul-searching among 
many Iranians over'whaihap- 
pjsnedi" One obvious conclu¬ 
sion: Critics of the system are 
far froma lone, and that has' 
made people bolder. "After the 
election, we can feel that the 
Iranian. nation has nomore 
fear," said AK J. Dehbashi, 
editor in chief of Kelk, an art- 
sand culture review. "They 
dropped their fear and are 
thinking thatthey can affect 


provides Khatami with Ms. their own fate. If vou see 
political strength,because’ "'something beneath - thesurface, 
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opponents know that he has 
the overwhelming majority of 
the people—20 million, vot¬ 
ers—behind him. But ques¬ 
tions still abound: What will 
happen if Khatami goes too 
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Islamic revival raises new 
questions in Russia 


By Susan Sachs 

KAZAN. Russia—At this time 
of year, the overcast sky is a 
hlank gray slate that reveals nei¬ 
ther sun nor moon. So the 
observant Muslims of Kazan, in 
snow-clad central Russia, 
honked phone calls this week to 
Mecca. 

Their question: Have caught 
sight yet of the waxing moon? 

When the answer from the 
desert finally was "yes." icy 
Kazan joined faraway Saudi 
Arabia in declaring the start of 
the Islamic fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

Such adaptability—to harsh 
climates, to distance from tradi¬ 
tional centers of orthodox Islam, 
to minority status and Commu¬ 
nist repression—has long been 
virtue and necessity for Mus¬ 
lims in Russia. 

Now. free of government 
constraints for the first time in 
centuries. Islam here is being 
put to a new test. As it rallies in 
the shadow' of the increasingly 
nationalistic Russian Orthodox 
Church, as mosques spring up 
and -j new militant generation of 
clerics jostles for' power, the 
rcviv.il of Islam here is inevita¬ 
bly raising the question of what 
it means to he both Russian and 
Muslim. 

“My biggest goal is to live in 
an Islamic state." said Ramil 
Yunusov. a Saudi-trained 28- 
ycar-old teacher and director at 
the private Islamic Center in 
Kazan. "I can’t totally follow 
Sharia (Islamic) law. being con¬ 
fined on a Muslim island inside 
Russia. But I keep my goal 
inside myself. Objective factors 


prevent us from taking hie 
steps." 

But to wurrv about issues like 
dual loyalty and reconciling 
Russian law to Islamic law is 
"premature.” he added, 
"because only a few people 
understand Islam here, while 
thousands have no understand¬ 
ing. They arc asleep. First they 
need to be awakened." 

The advent of Ramadan this 
year underlined as never before' 
the contrasts not only between 
Russian Muslims and their 
Christian fellow citizens, but 
also among the majority Mus¬ 
lims in various republics and 
govcmoraics that make up the 
sprawling Russian federation. 

In die now-ruined republic of 
Chechnya, which resisted a bru¬ 
tal two-year Russian army 
assault. independence-minded 
leaders have ignored Moscow’s 
protests and started to imple¬ 
ment a loose version of Sharia, 
or Islamic law. Public celebra¬ 
tions of the new year—a Rus¬ 
sian. but not Chechen, tradition 
—arc banned, as arc Western 
clothes for female public 
servants. 

In the next-door repuhlic of 
Dagestan, which has seen 
bloody fighting between follow¬ 
ers of the traditional Sufi 
Islamic brotherhoods and more 
strict Arab-influenced preachers 
over the past year, lawmakers 
reinterpreted federal law and 
banned "extremist" religious 
groups. 

And in Kazan, the capital of 
the Tataretan"rcpublic. President 
Minlimer Shaimiyev pursues an 
Isfamic-based foreign policy of 
his own. distinctive from Mos¬ 


cow’s. He has offered to Iiun 
money to Iraq, \isiied Muslim 
countries such as Egypt and 
Malaysia, and hosted a number 
of Islamic leaders in his yellow- 
and-cream residence high atop a 
hill overlooking the Volga 
River. 

The point, said presidential 
ndxiscr Raphael Khukimox. is 
to capitalize whenever possible 
on the republic's Islamic iden¬ 
tity—not so much in the inter¬ 
ests of Muslim fraternal feelings 
as to promote foreign inxest- 
ment and trade in Tatarstan. 

"We do have an Islamic for¬ 
eign policy but we are also 
pragmatic. V.'c try to use any 
and all options for having good 
relations." Khakimov ' said. 
"When we are with Turkish 
Cypriots, for instance, we sav 
we are a Muslim repuhlic 
When we arc with Greek Cypri¬ 
ots. we suy we have lots of 
Orthodox Christians." 

Bui Tatarstan. like other 
Muslim areas of Russia, also 
has yielded in the blandish¬ 
ments of conservative Islamic 
countries that offered money, 
teachers and scholarships after 
the coil-apse of communism. 
Dozens of its young men study 
in Islamic colleges in Saudi 
Arahia. Pakistan. Egypt and Jor¬ 
dan. where they not only pick 
up an orthodox education but a 
vision of Muslim self-rule that 
directly challenges Russian fed¬ 
eral authority. 

The habits and ideas they 
have picked up ahroad worry 
government officials such as 
Khakimov. who calls these 
religious .students "zomhics" 
Men returning from their for¬ 


eign studies already have 
caused tension in some small 
towns and villages, where they 
clashed with elders who prac¬ 
tice an Islam based on local cus¬ 
toms and dim memories of what 
is correct practice. 

So far. the friction hasn't trig- 1 
gered the kind of violence that 
similar disputes produced in the 
more volatile Caucasus repub¬ 
lics such as Dagestan—in pan 
because of the moderate Tatar 
tradition and in pan because 
local religious leaders don't 
want an open confrontation 
with Russian authorities. 

"When I see an old man or 
old woman praying in the 
wrong wav. I don't try to cor- 
rect them. Only the grave will 
do dial." said Gusman-Hazrat 
Ishnkov. the assistant to the 
Kazan city mufti, or religious 
leader. "But I've met some of 
these hotheads who come hack 
Irvm the Arab countries. They 
go around proclaiming this is 
torbidden and that is permitted, 
and alter half a year, they real¬ 
ize where they are. 

"Look. Russia is not Saudi 
Arahia. Russia is not Egypt. We 
have our own national identity, 
our own ^national traditions and 
customs." I shako v added. 
"W hen these students come 
back full of ideas, we say. 'We 
are in the heart of Russia sur¬ 
rounded by Russians. Be careful 
and cool down.' “ 

The Islamic revival in Russia 
has taken on a spcci.il potency, 
however, because it is not onfy 
religious in character but also 
nationalistic. Islam is a slogan 
used by Chechen separatists 
against what they call "impe¬ 


rial"' Russia. It has been used, as 
well, by Tatar separatists in 
stoking public nostalgia for the 
Muslim Talar empire that flour¬ 
ished 500 years ago in Kazan, 
in the heart of Russia. 

In the Mohnmmediya relig¬ 
ious school, a Hock of Tatar 
matrons, bundled in layers of 
sweaters and stockings against: 
the cold, bend reverently over 
their Karans, slowly pronounc¬ 
ing the Arabic words as a young 
woman teacher listens. When 
they are on their breaks, the 
women—heads tightly covered 
with light cotton scarves _ 
gather around a traditional Rus¬ 
sian samovar for hot teoJf 
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into our hearts, and he sees the 
society in amore open way," 
she said. When the soft- 
spoken cleric took office in 
August, he ushered in a new 
era. 

Based on a series of inter¬ 
views conducted earlier last 
month with a cross section of 
Iranians—including students, 
intellectuals, workers, bust- 7 
nesspeople and government 
officials—apicture begins to 
emerge of this era, the most 
important turning point in this 
country of 60 million people 
since Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi was toppled from 
power in 1979. In these dawn¬ 
ing days of Khatami, Iranians 
feel more confident and freer 
to speak their minds. They 
have more daring choices at 
movie theaters and in book¬ 
stores. (One movie that has 
sparked a scandal, and long 
lines, is “The Snowman,” in 
which an Iranian is so desper¬ 
ate for a visa to the United 
States that he disguises him¬ 
self as a woman.) 

Their new national soccer 
coach cares more about win¬ 
ning games than about taking 
his players to prayers. Non¬ 
governmental organizations 
agitate about human rights. 
And the Ministry of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance has dis¬ 
covered the WorldWideWeb. 
Reversing the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion is not uppermost on peo¬ 
ple's minds, but reform is— 
making the country's institu¬ 
tions accountable and. law- 
abiding, ending -abuses of pri¬ 


Lebanon res^taHc^.-^ 
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represented by the country’s 
supreme leader, the Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei? 

Could iiis gamble on open¬ 
ness lead to Iran's version of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, or 
will Khatami preside oyer a 
brief ’Tehran Spring" that 
ends with renewed censorship. 

. arrests and tears? Figuring out 
Khatami and his presidency 
has- become the issue dujopr 
inside Iran. It also has risen to 
the top of the foreign policy 
agenda in Western capitals, 
including. Washington, where 
President Clinton is weighing 
how warmly to respond to 
Khatami’s direct' overtures for. 
dialogue. 

Just as Khatami has taken a 
risk by speaking publicly in 
favor of contacts with Amer¬ 
ica after, nearly iwo decades of 
enmity. America must decide 
if it is worth.taking a chance 
on him. Some hawks are jug-, 
ing the United States not to be 
taken, in. suggesting that Kha¬ 
tami is merely pretty window- 
dressing on an ugly regime, a 
decoy meant to get the West ' 
to ease up.on.Iran. But there is 
also a risk that by being too - 
cautious,.: the United States 
could undercut^, him. "They : 
(Iran's conservatives) -are 
waiting for one mistake to puli' 
him down." said one business¬ 
man from a prominent family 
who admires Khatami. 

Until early this year,. Kha¬ 
tami was a relatively obscure 
former minister of culture and '' 
Islamic guidance with relig- ' 
ious credentials orthodox ’ 
enough to get him past the 
screening of thearchcopserva- 
tive Council of Guardiansan 
advisory council for thesu- 
preme leader _ and onto May's 
presidential ballot.. ' But 
through some alchemy, this 
demure figure in a black tur- .. 
ban was'ableto telegraph to the 
electorate that be stood Fore- 
verything that the Country’s 
austere ruling mullahs did not. 
Thepeople, particularly the 
young, awarded him 70 per¬ 
cent of the votein ■ a. four- .. 
person race, the largest margin 
for any candidate sincetbe rev- . 
olution. "Khatami's . election 
victory was an avalanche. No 
one. hoi eventhe most optimis¬ 
tic in Khatami's election cam¬ 
paign, believed beebuki have . 
such a huge success,” mar- : 
veled Iranian political historian 
Sadiq ZibakaJam. “Since Kha¬ 
tami’s election, there hasbeeo 


s it is because of this self- 
f confidence. This is something- 
new." What ts driving the 
changes in Iran? It could be 
1 something assimple as not 
> wanting to tell lies any. longer. 

People complain'thathypocrisy 
t has become part of tfieir lives 
i _ thar they watchsatellile tele- 
. vision programs from forbid- 
• den. and-hiddea, dishesror lis¬ 
ten to certain kinds of music _ 
but that because of religious- 
strictures. they must instruct 
.their children to keep silent 
aboutthis at school. How's this 
for hypocrisy? One young 
man in working-class south- 
Tehrari, walking through a 
pleasant family park that the 
city builtatop a now-razed red- 
light district said he has no 
difficultygoing out and meet¬ 
ing members of-the opposite 
sex. He explained that in south 

• Tehran, the “basij” do not 
botherharassing young immar- 

. ried couples because the fami- 

• lies couldn'-tafford to pay a 
. decent bribe. All the enforce¬ 
ment of the moraiitylaws, 
therefore, takes place in 
swanky north Tehran, where 

- -thebribes are fatter, he said. 
Similarly, a young woman 
named Negra, standing outside 
a popularpizza shop in north 
Tehran as cars with male teen¬ 
agers cruisedslowly by. told 
foreign journalists that .she 
favors this particularrestaurant 
because^ “the owner pays off 
the 'komiteh.' It's asecreL" Of 
: course,'it's no secret at all. 
Everyone knows. A (Optional . 
add end) Milani, the director, 
said the strictures that outsid¬ 
ers aiwayspoint to are not the 
things that annoy her the most, 
issues like the ‘hijab’ you can 
get uSed to, and after a few- 
years of your life you don’t 
•.care." she said. “But other- 
pressures stay with you 
issues like arbitrary break-ins 

• tppeople’s houses, or that they 
can train your child tin school) 
asthey want, not how you 
want, or that certain people are 
gettmgfobs that they don't 
deserve” She hopes that wall 
change in Khatami's Iran. Two 
mbnths before the election 
Milaiii was thinking aboutemi- 

grating with her husband, a 
successful architect, and 
theirl [-year-old daughter. But 
.for how. she said, she has 
changed hermind. "I have a 
better; feeling here. With Kha¬ 
tami and the tilings he is talk¬ 
ing about, people start feeling 
they are being treated withres- 
pect.'It is not a land without 
law.- Women ■ are optimistic. 
-Yotmgpeople are optimistic." 


LA Tones- Washington Post 
News Service 
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mtb the choice: Then Hersh speculates on 
What darit secret could possibly lie behind 
tne.assomed blackmail. Seeking to prove 
this thesis, he is able-to give a new inter¬ 
pretation lo the - previously established 
facts. 

•To be sure, to his aggressive search for 
the; dark secrets lo explain JFK’s vulnera- 


b'ons for contributions, plotting assassins- 9““^.bearing on JFK’s 

lions and. in the very same Cuban missile ' ^T 351 "^thManlyn Monroe. JFK's 

crisis, secretly caving in to Soviet coridi- bigamy.JFK’s alle^d assassina¬ 

tions. What is such a radical revision based S°LS^f SK,ns Wllh a Mafia c * ief and 
on? Hersh claims his evidence is bothrS^ ^ liberal f ohstnj< ? on 

and substantiated. But. to paraphrase Dr m hidii^ e-^dence of some of the 

Johnson, much of what cahte ^^J he ? ay;JFK: was assass,nated - 

tinted in this book is not new. and much of - lts 

what is new,, including his most sensa- Jf 


tional findings, cannot be substantiated. " 
..Hersh is right that the initial books on 
Kennedy did omit potentially relevant 
information concerning his health prob¬ 
lems, personal relationships and ‘the 
involvement with covert actions. Much of 
this information was simply not available 
then: the Freedom of Information Act had - 
not yet been passed. 

But history did not stop with the publi-. 
cation of Schlesinger's and Sorenson’s 
biographies in the mid-1960s. More than 
1.000 books about the Kennedy family fol¬ 
lowed. creating a mini-industry. And many * 
of these books, especially those published ' 
njter.ihe release of the report of the Senate 
Select Committee on . Assassinations -in-' 
1975. contain essentially the same factual 
material about the covert side of the Ken¬ 
nedy administration as is found in Hersh’s 
hook. For example, six of the eight major • 
’’secrets" Hersh cites in his opening chap-, 
ter—-Kennedy’s undisclosed health prob¬ 
lems. the secret negotiations during the : 
Cuban missile crisis, the administration's 
plots to remove Fidel Castro, his extramar- - 
ital affairs, campaign finance diversions 


tion discussions with a Mafia chief and 
Robert F. Kennedy's deliberate obstruction 
of justice in hiding evidence of some of the 
above on the day; JFK was assassinated. 
The problem: its provenance. 

In the case of JFK’s rumored liaison 
with Monroe, Hersh's investigation turned 
up-a secret archive .of correspondence 
between JFK- and an otherwise unknown 
New York lawyer that included, among 
other sensational documents, a letter, from 
JFK to Monroe acknowledging that they 
had an extramarital affair and offering to 
set up a trust fond for her mother in 
exchange. foT her ^public silence about it. 
'Just before publication of 77 le Dark Side of 
Camelot, this archive, which contained a 
number of obvious anachronisms, such as 
ZIP Codes before they existed, was deter¬ 
mined J>y a televisicm network to be a for- 
geiy. _To his credit, Hersh excluded that 
fraudulent doepmentarioh from his book. 
Slit - without iu.die conclusions he drew 
about a sexual^relatibrisbrp between JFK 
mid Monroe barrio basis, except for unsub¬ 
stantiated celebrity rumors. Hersh's other 
discovcrics all myolvc recovering snatches 
p£ lost memories from distant or defective 
wifnesses; jtf. tpbstionable technique of 
reporting ths^ bd'pushes to the limit of 
credibility. Consider, for example. Hersh's 
fihdfogr that JFK was a bigamist. 

' lhe rumor began /circulating in the 
extreme right-wing press in 1961 that in 
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and the taping system in The White- ''f947, JFK. then a congressman, had 
Housc—can all be found, often, in greater secretly married Durie* Malcolm, a Palm 
detail, clanty and perspective, fo RtehanJ- ^ Bea^t socialite. Both JFK and Malcolm 

R<h»v«c JOCW hiOfiranhv. President ; th» «tnrv' orwi h nrrtJ *u>rl 

nniy: Profile of Power..- - JFK adterfBCn Bradley then at Newsweek. 

What Hersh qdas pre Ins idfosypcxauc.j jojmyestimue.it Bradteti dctenmned It was 


Kennedy before His assasinafion 

u false story emanating from an error in a 
flawed hook of genealogy (which even 
spelled Malcolm's name incorrectly). 
Some 35 years later. Hersh resurrected the 
story, riot on the basis of any witness or 
dnnimenr to the alleged marriage but on 
the basts of a piece of conversation that he 
managed to elicit from a 79-year-old Palm 


Beach resident. Charles Spalding. Spald¬ 
ing. who. though interviewed many times 
before over 50 years, never before claimed 
a role, now told Hersh that he knew about 
the supposed first marriage because he had 
htmc^ir olimilVHArf Ihf* rfvnnl of il -H thp 
Palm Beach County Courthouse, saying, 
according to Hersh. "I went out there and 


removed the papers.” Presumably, in pre¬ 
vious interviews after JFK’s death, he had 
not remembered this extraordinary (and 
criminal) act. 

But how reliable is Spalding's new 1997 
memory of this incident that supposedly 
happened in 1947? Before Hersh inter¬ 
viewed him, Spalding had problems with 
hi.s ability to recall routine information, 
which Hersh generously describes as an 
‘’impairment of his shon-term memory.” 
Such a deficiency notwithstanding, (his 
piece of recovered memory about JFK 
stands or falls on a simple test. If the 1947 
marriage registry in Palm Beach County, 
which was then handwritten and bound, 
was marred or missing a page. Spalding's 
story could he valid. If on the other hand 
the registry was intact and (he entries con¬ 
secutive. Spalding's memory of removing 
the papers could not be any more valid 
than the forged archive of Monroe letters. 
As ii turned oul Hersh and his investiga¬ 
tors were unable to find any such gap in 
the marriage records nor. for that matter, 
any record of a marriage application, 
which had to he made three days before 
the ceremony. 

Nevertheless, on this piece of recovered 
memory from a person who Hersh knew 
suffered memory lapses and whose recol¬ 
lection was impeached by an investigation 
of the records, he asserts in "The Dark 
Side of Camelot." as established fact, that 
both JFK and his brother Robert “had lied 
in their denials to newspapermen and the 
public about Jack Kennedy's long-rumored 
first marriage to a Palm Beach socialite.” 
that JFK’s marriage to Jackie was not a 
legal union and that his children were bom 
out of wedlock. 

Hersh's second new finding, that Sam 
Giancana, a notorious Chicago Mafia 
chief, conspired with JFK to fix elections 
and arrange the assassination of Castro, 
was based on a similar device of eliciting 
new data from old witnesses. In 1961. 
Judith Campbell Exner. a former actress. 
'‘dated' 1 both JFK and Giancana. This 
extraordinary coincidence was first pub¬ 
licly revealed in 1975 in a footnote in the 
Senate Select Committee on Assassina¬ 
tions report and became a sensational 
story. The issue: Did JFK have any con¬ 
nection to Giancana (other than a relation¬ 
ship with the same woman)? Exner was 
interrogated by the staff of the Senate com¬ 
mittee and testified under oath that she had 
no knowledge of any relationship between 
JFK and Giancana. Afterward, she did not 
remain sil^m- umvp her own book. 
"My Story." and gave countless interviews 
to journalists, often changing elements of 
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her story. (A 1988 interview of her in Peo¬ 
ple magazine by Kitty Kelley. The Dark 
Side of Camelot, adumbrated Hersh’s 
title.) Hersh expanded Exncr’s story much 
further Instead of “not knowing of any 
relationship." with Hersh’s help Exner 
remembered that she had served as a cour¬ 
ier between JFK and Giancana, transmit¬ 
ting messages, documents and xash con¬ 
cerning assassination, corruption and 
election fixing and attended a secret meet¬ 
ing between these men at which such mat¬ 
ters were discussed. 

Hersh recognizes that Exner is not a 
consistent truth-teller: hither she lied un¬ 
der oath to the Senate about not knowing 
of any such relationship, in which case she 
committed peijury, or she lied tn him 20 
years laier when she vividly described 
such a relationship. In the former case, 
there is a possible penalty for lying, years 
of imprisonment: in the latter case, there is 
no penalty for lying to a journalist but a 
possible profit and extended celebrity, lit 
either case, her veracity was in question 
Nevertheless, Hersh chose to assume that 
she had perjured herself (and lied in her 
own autobiography and other journalistic 
accounts) but had been truthful and relia¬ 
ble with him, and on the basis of her newly 
recovered memory, he transmogrified Ken¬ 
nedy into a Mafia co-conspirator. 

Hersh’s third and most extraordinary- 
new finding is the cover-up that occupied 
the mind of Robert Kennedy, the US at¬ 
torney general, on Nov. 22. 1963. the day 
his brother was killed. Hersh's first chap¬ 
ter. "November 22,*’ is indeed a report of 
Robert Kennedy's inner thinking. He as¬ 
serts, for example, that “Bobby Kennedy 
understood that revelation of the material 
in his brother’s White House files would 
forever destroy Jack Kennedy's reputa¬ 
tion as President” and that “(ajs Bobby 
Kennedy knew. President Kennedy anil 
Sam Giancana shared ... a stolen election 
and assassination plotting” and “Bobby 
Kennedy knew ... that Jack Kennedy had 
been living a public lie." In (his frantic 
state of mind, he reports, Robert Kennedy 
immediately engaged in a frantic cover- 
up of these and other dark secrets. 

But how. even with his legendary in¬ 
vestigative skills, did Hersh manage to re¬ 
cover these new memories from Roben 
Kennedy, who was assassinated in 1968V 
Hersh did not interview Robert Kenned;, 
before his death, and Hersh docs not li.s: 
any source for these interior thoughts in 
his documentation. Nor could he have 
gotten it from Kennedy's own writings, 
since they don’t contain them or even 
make reference to such manors. Hersh 
must have invented these facts. 

Such license may serve to expand the 
universe of creative journalism, but it un¬ 
fortunately does not produce credible his¬ 
tory. When the pretensions of “helping the 
nation reclaim some of its history" ~fadc 
away on scrutiny, this book turns out to be. 
alas, more about the deficiencies of inves¬ 
tigative journalism than about the deficien¬ 
cies of John F. Kennedy. ■ 

Epstein is the author of numerous 
books, including Dossier: The Secret His¬ 
tory of Armand Hammer. 

LA Tunes-Washington post 
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MaiiSind legend Potions, poultices 


Sinatra: Behind the Legend, 
by J. Randy Tarabcnrelli 
(Birch Lane . Press, 559 
pages. $27 JO); The Way Yau\ 
Wear Yonr Hat: Frank Soub ;#is 
tra and the Lost Art of Uvbr, 
by Bill Zehrae (HarperCoi- 
Ihis, 245 pages, $23) ' - 

Reviewed by 
Jim Haner 

OF GENIUS, a great Roman 
philosopher once -observed, 
there can be none without a 
touch of madness. If you're 
Frank Sinatra, that ain’t the 
half of it. baby, Here's 3 cat 
whn guzzled hooze by the 
quart, chain-smoked Ctester- 
lie Ids. hoffed every broad 
from Hoboken to Tinseltown, 
hardly saw the light of day for 
the teller part of ihrcc decades 
and threatened to kill anybody 
who got in his way. 

Somehow—in hetween the 
scandals, brawls, auempted 
suicides and extremely 
unpleasant treatment of the 
innumerable women in his 
life—Francis Albert Sinatra 
found time to make 60 movies 
and win two Oscars. He was 
alMi. by nil accounts, a hell of 
a singer. 

Said to be in failing health. . 
the quintessential Jersey Guy 
turns 82 this month and finds 
himscil again the subject of 
biography. Two new books, 
h\ show hiz chronicler J. 
Randy Tarahorrelli and 
Esquire writer Bill Zehme. 
demonstrate that it can be .both 
virtue and vice for u historian 
to also be a fan of his subject: 

These guvs got it had. But 
when: Tarahorrelli MmrtWe* 
trying to rectify the consum¬ 
mate musical altisl he admires 
itiih S»inaira's olj-stage per¬ 
sona as maximum lounge liz¬ 
ard. Zehme iriumphs with una¬ 
bashed worship of h ' s 
liixcdnctl idol- WUh the deaths 
of Sammy Davis Jr., and Dean 
Marlin in recent years, u 
dawned on Zchmc that Sinatra 
is the last great American 
vwinucr left standing. Sure. 
Hugh Hefner K «iH around, 
hut he x u pule, pajamacd imi¬ 
tation of the robust rvgnc once 

known as "The Voice. 

"Men had aonc sofr anti 
needed help." Zehme explains. 
"They needed Frank Sinatra. 

The writer Wcm.oh I" ’■ 
Chairman of the Board to out- 





The younger Frank Sinatra 

line his “canon of cool*—;from 
proper grooming to scoring, 
with the dames—then wrapped 
it all together with the choicest 
quotes ~ and . anecdotes from 
Sinatra’s well-documented 

lift- ;* 

■If s high spoof, really*. 
tricked up to look and feel like 
a how-to manual for the aspir¬ 
ing "gasscr.” It’s also a wildly 
entertaining' read.. Taraborrclli 
has bigger. problems- known 
for two earlier hatcher jobs on 
Diana Ross and Michael Jack- 
son. he now sets his sights .on 
the definitive bio. 

Working with the coopera¬ 
tion of the notoriously protec¬ 
tive Sinatra family, he strug¬ 
gles through . the opening 
chapters, heaping layers of 
revisionist interpretation upon 
the less savory details of Sina¬ 
tra’s early days and petulantly 
tukine prior biographers to 
task for having "got h wrong. 

As but one of many exam¬ 
ples. he recounts the infamous 
1947 mob convention at the 
Hotel National in Cuba, where 


who willed himseir to great¬ 
ness again and again as suc¬ 
cessive audiences discovered 
and abandoned him. • 

In spite of oufsclves^we arc 
made to care for an .unrepen¬ 
tant hustler who dumped his 
wife and three kids to marry 
movie-bombshell Ava Gard¬ 
ner—only to be cost by her 
into an abyss of loneliness 
from which would spring 
some of the most bittersweet 
music ever sung. 

For the rest of his life, he 
would find no greater love. 
Not in the arms of Marilyn 
Monroe, Judy Garland. Lauren 
Bacall. Mia Farrow or.the hot¬ 
test dolls in Vegas. Not in 
5.000 bourbon-soaked nights 
with Sammy and Dean and 
JFK and the rest of his rat 
pack “pnllys.” • 

Thus did the man who lived 
by night come to fear the dark. 
It was then, alone and besot¬ 
ted, that he was most prone to 
gobble an overdose, turn up 
the gas or cut his own wrists. 

“You gotta love livin', 
bahy.r he'd bellow at his 
friends. “Because dyin' is a 
pain in the ass!” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


and heroic surgery 


The Greatest Benefit To Man¬ 
kind: A Medical History Of 
Mankind From Antiquity To 
The Present, By Roy Porter, 
HarperCoIIins £24.99, 831 
pages 

Reviewd by 
Jon Turney 

PERHAPS BLOOD is the best 
index of the transformation of 
medicine in the modem era. A 
medieval doctor would bleed 
you almost as soon as look at 
you. You would either enjoy 
the sight of leeches growing fat 
on your flesh, or simply hold 
your arm over a bucket and let 
him open a vein. Somehow, 
you both hoped, whatever was 
troubling you would leave 
along with the surplus. 

Today, blood is typed- tested 
and monitored: conserved, 
donated and transfused. U is the 
vital stuff which both sustains 
health and signals its absence. 
Wc are on intimate terms with 
all its molecular constituents. 
Wc arc working on substitutes 
for when the real stuff is in 
short supply. 

One of the main themes in 


Roy- Porter's riveting story is 
the new understandings of the 
body which underlay this grad¬ 
ual shift from discarding blood 
to keeping it at all costs. It 
would be wrong, of course, to 
dismiss pre-modem medicine 
as a sham. Its varied practition¬ 
ers included as many keen 
observers. deep thinkers, 
skilled diagnosticians and dedi¬ 
cated servants of their fellows 
as we are likely to find today. 

But if they’ were strong on 
bedside manner, it was partly to 
compensate for how liule else 
they had to offer apart from 
words of comfort. Aside from 
bleeding, and perennial advice 
on the balance between absti¬ 
nence and indulgence, their 
treatments were essentially a 
bewildering array of potions, 
poultices and enemas, along 
with occasional heroic surgery. 

But although they rarely 
worked, application of these 
remedies was always based on 
theory, as well as inherited wis¬ 
dom. One of the abiding 
impressions left by this aston¬ 
ishingly erudite historical sur¬ 
vey of medicine is the enor¬ 
mous intellectual effort across 


all cultures to try and under¬ 
stand the origins of illness. 
Another is what perilous lives 
we have led. especially since 
we created cities to live in. 
Porter's meticulous account of 
medical thinking and practice is 
punctuated by regular bulletins 
about which plague was ravag¬ 
ing urban populations in which 
parts of the globe at the time. 

There is prodigious labour 
here, as well as generous help¬ 
ings of wit. And if no-one can 
reasonably be expected to be 
truly stylish over 800 pages. 
Porter manages it most of the 
lime. Ever prolific, he perhaps 
owed us a one volume history 
of medicine, simply because he 
is obviously the best person to 
write it. Indeed, the main com¬ 
petitor to this volume is the 
Cambridge Hlusirated History 
of Medicine, published just a 
year before, which Poner 
edited and for which he wrote 
four of the !0 chapters. The 
two are largely complementary. 
The Cambridge history is 
organised thematically, rather 
than chronologically, is less 
comprehensive, concentrating 
on the rise of western medicine. 


the ihen-31 -year-old Sinatra 
was the featured attraction and 
most-special guest of cutthroat 
Lucky Luciano. 

■ Taraborrelti chalks this up 
as youthful indiscretion-—an 
innocent “wa|k on the wild 
side” by an impressionable 

■ .Italian-kid. Never mind that it 
was one of many Mafia cntan- 
glcmenis over the years lhal 
would bring Sinatra to the 
attention of the FBI and make 

' "him the model for a character 

• in Mario Puzo's "The 

Godfather.” ' . ; ■ 

- But as the book progresses. 
Taraborrclli begins fo take 
command of the material. 

• seemingly -coming';to grips- 
with the notion that Sinatra 
belongs to history and requires 
more than llie services of an-' 
upoIogisL 

■What eventually emerges is 

• a convincing picture of 
haunted-genius—the saga of 
an immigrant son from hard¬ 
scrabble. Hoboken with little 
in the way of natural ability, 
good Junks -or. faihi ly fortune 


■ Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff- And It’s AD j 
Small Stuff. Richard Carlson (Hyperion) Essays | 
that help fend off life’s inevitable minor upsets 

(NF) (p)$9.95 !\sSSr 

■ Cold Mountain, Charles Frazier (Atlantic j. 

Monthly Press) Love story and account of a \- v *!|?s!Pp 
man’s .journey home during lhe Civil War, 

National Book. Award winner (F) (H) 524.00 i *gS&Ls 
3- Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. ; 

John Berendt (Random House) Colorful charac- 
tors, a killing in Savannah. Gi: basis of movie 
(NF)(H) $25.00 

■ Chicken Soup for the Mother’s Soul, Jack j ^ 

Canfield. Mark Victor Hansen. Jennifer Read - 

Hawthorne. Mnrci Shimoff (HCI) 101 stories cel¬ 
ebrate tile love of mothers (NF) (P) S12.95 

■'Chicken Soup for foe Teenage Soul. Jack Canfield, Mark 
Victor Hansen. Kimberiy Kirbeirger (HCT) 101 stories for 
teens about life, friendship and lough issues (NF) (P) $12.95 

■ Angela’s Ashes. Frank McCourt (Scribner) Memoir: 
Growing up in desperate povcriv in Ireland; won Pulitzer 


in America 


(NF)(H) $24.00 

■ The Dark Tower IV; Wizard and Glass, Ste- 
phen King (Plume) Roland’s life before he 
started the quest; continuation of the saga (10 (P) 

■ $17.95 

- ■ Joy of Cooking, Inna S. Rombaaer, Marion 

Rombauer Becker, Ethan Becker (Scribnerl 
Zfr » Updated sixth edition of the 1931 classic has 

, 2,600 recipes; last revised in 1975 (NF) (HI 

$30.00 

■ Chicken Soup for the Woman’s Soul, Jack 

d*'’. Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen,.Jennifer Read 

Hawthorne, Marci Shimoff (HCI) 101 stories 

• -- dedicated to sparking the spirits of women (NF) 

(P) $12.95 

■ Tom Clancy’s Power Plays: Politika, Created by Tom 
Clancy. Martin Greenberg (Berkley) Is tile Russian presi¬ 
dent's death and an attack on US related? fF) (P) $7 JO 

Key: F=Fiction, NF=Nonfiction, 

P=»Paperbadi, H=Hardback 


and comes from diverse hands. 
Porter's new book is u personal 
synthesis of a broader history, 
and builds a single narrative, in 
one authoritative voice. 

Porter is keenly aware of the 
ambiguities of medical power 
and authority. But it is hard not 
to read the evolution of western 
medicine in the Iasi two centu¬ 
ries as a progressive sinry. A 
medical practice which incor¬ 
porates vaccination, anaesthe¬ 
sia. antisepsis and antibiotics, 
as well as a host of new aids n> 
examination from X-rays i« > 
DNA tests, is incomparably 
more effective than anything 
which went before. 

Yet, somehow, our expecta¬ 
tions have outstripped doctor.'' 
achievements. He finishes h> 
pondering the paradoxes of 
contemporary health cure. 
Many of the first generation in 
history to consult doctors who. 
much of the time, can actual Is 
make them better rather than 
merely try to make them feel 
better, arc still living. But our 
collective response scents to he 
to dwell on medicine’s limita¬ 
tions. failures and mistakes, 
rather than cclelratc its suc¬ 
cesses. We Uy to take tor 
granted that we will live out 
our natural span untroubled by 
disease or infirmity, and ask for 
protection against more and 
more risks. 

Perhaps these demands arc a 
natural extension of past hopes, 
and no doubt they will impel 
further improvements in medi¬ 
cal theory and practice. But lei 
us also give thanks for what has 
already been achieved. This 
fine book is much more than a 
chronicle of the rise of modem 
medical science. It is also u 
splendidly salutary reminder of 
the precariousness and pain of 
the human lot through most of 
our history. After reading it. 
anyone who has ever attended a 
birth, overcome an infection by 
taking a pill, or had a pain-free 
operation, should be left pro¬ 
foundly grateful to he living in 
the second half or the 30ih cen¬ 
tury. rather than any of the cen¬ 
turies before. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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The twirl $ 

• Guests can en¬ 
joy a very pleas¬ 
ant night at the 
Villa Cafe , listen¬ 
ing and enjoying 
the Moullieen, a 
band that has 
come all the way 
from Damascus. 

One of the high¬ 
lights of each eve¬ 
ning is the twirl — 
a dance that goes 
hack to the gold¬ 
en days of folk¬ 
lore in Syria. You 
have to see it to 
believe it' 
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AMMAN iSl.if'—Tno year 
l‘ ,l, 7 v.is .in eventful fine for 
culture m the Ar.:h world. 
Much hcjJvcjy v.-.iv mc.de ir. 
ilu- field <>f cincm.i .iiid ihe 

.iris in ihe region 

Ei'.piicn lilm director 
Yousef Shubin m>n the 
Gulden Jubilee Pri.ro lor :he 
Cannes Flint FC'tiv.il for his 
l.uesi film -\l Musir Mcw- 
cut [lie .iv..ird vv.it in honor 

<>f his toniribuin-n io »hc 

world .*f cincnu. Mr Sh.thin 
is .t ei.iiii i>i .i nun. He is 
regarded .is one of ihe lathers 
nl modem Arabic cinema 
During his e.ireer ih.il j.pjns 
over ?n years he produced 
;md direeled many liJms tfu; 
proved highly u-iiirn\vrsial. 

Bui despite this .ui;;pi-Jnus 
event. I ,,, »7 v.,:s hc-ei with 
s.idne.vs The \r.ib world |>t 
j number of urNts. poets and 
dr.tm.tiisls ill .ii will, in the 
long run. «ureiv h.e-e mi 
imped on interruiiorul 
culture. 

• The death ol Its*}? port 
iMohummud Mu had: a! 
.liiuahri in the middle of lu>! 
\e.ir will be mi.-oed greatly. 
Al J.iw ihri. who v.j. horn in 
l"0t» in Iraq. w.is educated in 
Iriidition.:! Islamic .sciences, 
philology. and literature. Crit- 
ies s.iy his work represent- j 
connnu.iiion and lie'eii.'p- 


k'Wrt _ 

i li 




no of Arab culture 
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Shakin 

tnent of cum classical Arab 
ports iPv.* Al Mulannubl and 
Aha A! Aiaa A* Mu’auri. 

And in the world of music 
ihe Arab world also lust ,irgu- 
ibb one of the createsl muM- 
v.ic.n>. The Iraqi musician 
Munir Bashir unexpectedly 


died at the age of 67. Bashir 
was a distinctive musician, 
who bv his Oiut. played a 
highly .individualistic brand of 
music. 

Mr Bashir was a true Arab 
patriot. Through his music, he 
wanted to go to the fundamen¬ 
tals and the original concepts 
behind traditional Arabic 
music that was lost long ago 
by the passing of history. 

In his final Years. Bashir 
nude his home in Jordan, and 
just before his death he was 


preparing for a conceit in 
Mexico. 

But the sad story doesn't 
end there. Pianist Walid Aqel 
also passed away. A Leba¬ 
nese. who made Paris his 
home, he frequently travelled 
to the Arah .world to stage 
concerts. 

An expert in classical Euro¬ 
pean music, he felt much at 
ease playing Beethoven. 
Mozart. Wagner. Bach. Mr 
Aqel gave many live perfor¬ 
mances at the Jerash Festival 
of Culture. 

There was also great loss in 
the world of theater. Syrian 
dramatist Saad Allah 
Wanoos. died from a long ter¬ 
minal illness. He has written 
many plays and has had a 
great impact on Arab drama. 

Because to cinema again. 
Egypt mourned the death of 
Saad Al Din Wahabi. 
Labelled as the "Son nf the 
Nile." Wahhi was the head of 
the International Cairo Film 
Festival. His death, it was 
argued, even by Israeli news¬ 
papers. would be a welcome 
relief for Israel. 

Wahbi was a vociferous 
ami-normalizem. who refused 
anything to do with Israel, and 
banned Israeli participation in 
the Cairo film festival. 

The Arab world will also 
remember Egyptian actor 
Shukri Sarhan. He died at 
the age of 73 after a quarter of 
a century in the cinema. Mr 
Sarhan did an unforgettahlc 
stint in Egyptian theater. B 












'Mi'.*. 


i.y.* - ai 




’I * - 


.^#7 


%■ ' ’i • 7 :*'v ?■ .1-J. v--vy. 1 




Hi 


Al Jawahri 




Jt'. 




: * 















t • . ■?... - -• M A-• .* ■£*!•>. J 

v;- 


• A7A' . 

-fl' • v 
£% 

- • ■ J;- 


=f. a • 

mi 





'Yah hi 


Bashir 


Wanoos 


f /r? 12 ? 

j iljs A~> -w/ --Ls d' w zz' L’ £4 

j fi f ft rtrt&rl-Prt 

3 ^ V ■A- - ■w- <y ^ 


Arabic 


| Thr. BBC .'.ruliiv. Service. World Ser- 
* »kt v Sirs! birviyn iartyuusu service, celc- 

J hraled its fill vtrars on ;iir last week. To 
mark the ncviision. ;hv service brnad- 
» ciisled a day of special prf.yrams including 
■j live link ups wirh rnajur eilies -hroughoui 
j, the Arab world. 

5 \raric is *mc i.f III»C V/.rld Service’s 
^ key prbiriiy iunyuaQe , <. 

j and th? service - - 

'■ easts for over 3“ hours ——1'*".- 7 

| a day—longer Jian ary • j ££ 

J other speech-ius&d sir- r ' ,■ f&L 

j vice except Enaiish. is -- — *■■■ - lV 
s available on shortwave J "** 

« and medium wave 
jj throughout northern Africa and the Mid- 
| die East, and nn FM - n fjatar and has an 
audience of around I-t million. 

Despite iLs success. (Jo/iioi; Aiel.dlan. 
Head of the Arabic Service i< ni»l compia- 
cun.L 

“The BBC Arabic Service faces grim ins 

cumputition Iron*, the pan-Arab media_ 

and with internaiio*'-'! television, videos, 
local music FM stations and tile Internet, 
there's much more competition for the 
l time ar.d at lentil m of pecipie ir, 

^^world. We've in-us very success/'j; hi get- 


ting decision makers across the region to 
listen to us. we need now to do more to 
target tomorrow’s decision-makers—- 
students and young professionals." 

Other plans to murk the anniversary 
include the laonch of the 24-hour BBC' 
Amman FM in Jordan, a concert or Ara¬ 
bic music as part of World Service’s Inter¬ 
national Recital season. 
* _ : and an anniversary CD 

; of famous voices and 
1 bri»adcasts. 

LJg ! Among the special 

” M l| - - —f I programs are 

B A Docuraenlary 
Programme—veteran 
broadcaster George i\jasri reflects on the 
major world events or the past 60 years. 

9 Sixty in Sixty interviews with listeners 
who share the same 60th birthday. 

S Memory Lane—producers trawl 
through the archives and give their per¬ 
sona] recollections. 

S3 Yesteryear Stars—interviews with 
stars or yesterday. 

3 Treasures of the British Library— 
Y:issin Saffadi. former Head of the Orien¬ 
tal Department looks at eminent Arabic 
treasures in the British iihrarv. ■ 


Enjoy a Valentino 
night at the Cafe 


VALENTINO CAFE is the newest in town. 
Situated in palatial surroundings in Swei- 
faya. Valentino's is set to tickle your fjnc;.. 
With a warm atmosphere. Valent:no\s which 
is located behind the American Embassy 
Street, promises to bring to you all the cm- 
fnrt.s of a modern cafe. In Ranudan. it's a 
special evenings every night. Patrons can 
come in right after Iftar for relax; linn. While 
listening to live music you can enjoy the 
good old hubhlv bubbly, order «olt drinks, 
have a munch at the variety of cakes they 
have available, or if you are peckish just 
order one of the many sandwiches they have 
available. So come on! ■ 



t Cafe 


7- 

ten- I 

ubic j 


Original Lithographs by David Roberts. Views of 
Jerusalem, Petra. Lebanon and Holy Land. Also 
19th century engravings by WH Bartlett 
For information Telefax: 664805 


if.y IjS* 




Onward they pushed, through the thick, steamy 
jungle, Mpnuhly ruing the witch doctor’s parting 
words: “Before you leave this valley, each of you wflf 
be wearing a duck." 



Every August, the fleas wpuM test their endurance 
in the gruelingTourdeFrank. 



“Dogs that drink from the toilet bowl—after this." 


»Bia mmnwn«j i 




“Whoa whoa whoa, young man! 
You walk the plank like everyone else! 


.Si flpfiTiv 

Statistics are like bikinis 
— they show a lot, but 
never everything. 

© t»7. Titan Mata Savin 
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Amman cinemas 


Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): The Cable Guy 
Galleria n (Tel: 079 33430): The Juror 
Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): The Peacemaker 
Philadelphia D (Tel: 634149): American Quilt 
Plaza (Td: 69923S): Scream / A! Maseer w«wcj 
Concord I (Td: 677420): Afartfer 1600 
Concord n (Td: 677420): Mr. Bean 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

• y 2s0O—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle 
J^—Frendi Programs 
4:15—Prayers . 

? : i!“? elieve & Behave " 
' 5:00—NBA Games 
6:60—rNeighbors 
6*30—News Headlines 
6'35 ^-You Bet Your lift 
.7^#—News in French 
- 7rl5—Ramadffli Tales ' 
7:35—Perspective' . 

- 8:00-—Cinema Cinema 
8:30—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax ' : ' 

10 : 00 —News at Ten ' 1 
10:30—Feature Fihn: Aow to 
Murder A Millionaire 
■12:00—Conn try. Mn ri f 
12:30—Islam in a Chaneinz 
World . 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
.2:10— The Pink Panther 
2:15—Johnny Quest 
2 JO-—French Programs : 
4:15—Prayers {Link with Ch.1) 
4:30—Believe & Behave- 
5:00—Energy Express 
5JO—Tarzan 1 
6 JO—News Headlines 
6:35—America’s Funniest 
People 

7.-00—News in French 
7:15-—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—Dadd's Army . 

8 JO—Killing fw a Living 
S:10—Renegade 
‘ 10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—North & South 
IklO—Jewel in the Crown 
12:00—Islam in a C ha raring 
World - 



Ramadan Joies, shown daily at 7.15 pm 


MONDAY. 

2A M—Holy Koran • 

2:1 Or- Hammerman ■ • 
2:30—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers iUnliwith Ch.l } 
4:30—Believe & Behave 


5:00—Riding High 

530—Animal Show 

6:00—Neighbors 
6:30—News HeadBnes •’ ; 
6J5—Hope & Gloria 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—JRamadan Tales 
7i35—The Health Show 
8:00—Over ACup of Tea 
8J0—Country Musk 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 
lOJO—Enrergoicy Room (RR) 
11:15—Cosmos fDoc.) . : 
LfcOO—Istomin a Changing - 
World 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Hedy Koran . 

2:10—Sandocan 
. 2J0—French Programs - 
4:15—Players (LinkwitkCki}. 
-4J0~Befieve & Behave r ’ 
5:00—Skippy 
5:30—Square One TV 
6:00—Gfflette Sports . 




6 JO—News Headlines 
6J5—A Whole New Ball 

.Game 

7:00—News in French . - 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 

7 J5—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—What Would Yon Do 
8J0—Encounter 

9:10—Hollywood Remembers 
' 10:00^—News at Ten 
10JO—Magaret Volant 
11:15—Feature Film: 

12:00—Islam in a Changing 
World 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00-^-Hofy' Koran 
-2:10—Johnny Quest 
2J0—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers {Unk with CfLl) 
4:30-—Believe & Behave 
" 5:00—Border Town 

5 J0^-The Finder 
6:00—Neighbors 
6:30—News Headlines 

6 J5—Step by Step . » 


7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Nature of Thing 
8:00—The Upper Hand 
8 JO—Challenges 
9:10—Kang Fa 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—A Woman of 
Independent Means 
11:15—Country Music 
12:00—Islam in a Changing 
World 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—My Little Fairy Tale 
2:30—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers f Link with Ch.1) 
4:30—Believe & Behave 
5:00—NBA Games 
6:00—Prince & The Pauper 
6:30—News Headlines 
6:35—Big Brother Jake 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—Over A Cup of Tea 
8:30—Lois & Clark 
9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film: Oxford 
Blues 

12:00—Music Show 

12:30—Islam in a Changing 

World 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Ruxpin 

2:30—French Programs 

4:15—Prayers (Link with Ch.1) 

4:30—Believe & Behave 

5:00—Wishbone 

5:30—Metro Cafe 

6 JO—News Headlines 

6-35—Small Talk 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—Ramadan Tales 

7:35—Life on the Internet 

8:00—Friends 

8:30—Brisco County 

9:10—Knife to the Heart 


10:00—News at Ten 
10 J0— Streets of Lari do 
11:30—Feature Film 
1:00—Islam in a Changing 
World 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 
SAMEDI 

2:30—Betes pas Betes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Cajnu 
4:00—Magazine 

L "iruf de Cnfpmh 

D1MANCHE 

2:30—Micro Kids 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Magazine 

Foul pas revet 
4:00—Magazine pour taus 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

2:30—Betes pas Betes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Thalassa 
4:00—Magazine scientifique 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

2 JO—Betes pas Betes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Suvoir plus saute 
4:00—E = Mfi 

MERCREDI 

2 JO— Micro kids 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Ushoaia 
4:00—Gnutez-moi <ja 

JEUDI 

2 JO—Envoye Special 
4:00—Atnmes croc bus 

VENDREDI 

2:30—Les compagnons 
dela loco 
4:00—Magazine 

Alio la ter re 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Film 


Russians are coming /... to a 
Theater Near You 


By Ian B remitter and Nina 
Khrushcheva 


MOST AMERICANS though!, 
that the failed August 1991 coup 
in the Soviet Union was cool. 
They watched the play-by-play 
on CNN and it was Miller 
Time—the United States had 
finally won. It was better than 
the hockey team’s triumph at 
Lake Placid in 1980. Because 
this time there was permanence. 
Or at least it seemed that way. 

But not in Hollywood.’ US 
films keep making America save 
the world from conflict-cmzcd 
Russians over and over and 
over again. 

Granted, it’s less disturbing 
when things blow up on the 
big screen than when they do 
at the negotiation table'. In 
fact, things blow up only on 
the screen nowadays, while 
negotiations for the most pan 
arc constructive, agreeable 
and friendly. Even tough 
issues such as NATO 
enlargement haven't been 
able to upset the essentially 
good-natured relationship 
between Russia and the Wcsl 
So if the Russians arc our 
friends, why is Hollywood 
still thumping them? 
America's film industry just 
came up with ■'The 
Peacemaker.'' the third film 
last year wherein valiant Yanks 
faced off against Russian 
evildoers. Nothing much has 
changed from the heated 
confrontations oF the Cold War 
era. with anti-Soviet classics 
such as "Doctor Sirangelove." 
"Walk East on Beacon^ and “I 
Was a Communist for the FBI." 
The enemy then was the 
Communists. Now it’s the Mafia 
—the Communis! Mafia. 

In "The Saint." the first 1997 
anti-Russian production." a 
Communist Mafioso named 
Tretiak wants to become 
president and divert Mother 
Russia from the liberal course 
she has taken. His son, also 


exchange him for a Russian 
would-be despot who days 
before had overthrown a 
democratic regime. 

Last fall's blockbuster. 'The 
Peacemaker.' 1 serves up 
Mafioso Gen. Alexei Kotorov. 
looking to make beeg bahks by 
smuggling nuclear warheads to 
Iran. The fate of the world 
tread: midtown Manhattan) 
hangs in the balance. 

On one hand, it's good, 
forcing huge stretches of 
geography upon unsuspecting 
Americans—places with 
unwieldy names such as 



Mafioso and a drug addict to 
boot, chases the Americans ail 
over Moscow to prevent them 
from protecting Russian 
democracy. 

In "Air Force One." another 
nationalist psycho hijacks an 
American president, played by 
Harrison Ford, in order to 


Air Force One 

Azerbaijan. MahachkaJa. 
Srebrenica. “Air Force One" 
opened with Americans taking 
out a Russian leader in 
Kazakhstan. OK, the Kazakhs 
were perturbed that we 
demonized their country with a 
megalomaniacal fascist baddie. 
But the fact that it was 
Kazakhstan that Hollywood was 
demonizing is a start. 

On the other hand, 
geopolitical nuance aside, the 
message is still the same: 
America wants to keep the 
world safe from Rus&kies. And 
let's face it. who else cares'? Not 
the cautious Europeans, sitting 
around waiting for America to 
rid the Balkans of ethnic 
cleansers. Not the United 
Nations, with neither stomach 
nor mandate to handle the 
messy problems of the coming 
century. And certainly not our 
friends the Russians, who got 
themselves into all this trouble 
in the first place. 
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ACROSS 
1 Cofeg e 
otficol 

5 Jason's snip 
0 Strata ot coal 
T« Capri, e g. 

15 Bank 
transaction 
m Cowboy** 

17 Portico 

18 Unemployed 

19 Consumers 

20 Georgia 
stria flower 

23 Corral 

24 Soapstones 
27 Tropical 


45 Getz or 
Freberg 

46 Place tore 
record 

47 Satamndsr 
49 Iridescent 

gam; 

51 Prison 
cargo 

52 Gripcflquor 
54 Poem at 


56 (omen 

sweetheart? 
63 TBad,asa 
ship 

66 Federal 


31 UJS. . 

.president 
34 Cut 
36 Hirtlng 

expedition 
38 Regratfri 
one 

40. Modem: pret. 
41 Oklahoma 
region 

44 One-time 


67 —Harbor. 
Guam 

68 Dyke 
60 Tardy 

70 Girl 

71 Yorkshire 

cfcy 

72 Srigran river 

73 PartotCED 

DOWN 


1 f\jck 

2 TaSrinnatiws 

3 Uyjjtanl 

4 Approach 
5. Stiniar 

6 Gnawing 

7 Windstorm 

8 RamaricaUe 
person 

9 JohnPbBp 

10 ArtistsT 
stands ' 

IT Devoured' 

12 Maids — 

13 Near grads 

21 XanwrT 

- and'Akta* 

22 PteyM water 
animals'. 

25 Paddteda 


26 VSer 

27 Orients! 

28 Edctof— ■ 

29 "Sacred wine 
—-(Newbofl) 

30 Chou En— 

32 Sphere# : 

O ISS7. Tttwne Me&«Semcta 


action 

33 Sable, ag. 

35 Ehgfefrjjoel. 

37 Altogether 

39 VerysmsN 
stream 

42 Faucet. ; . 

43 Souchong 

48 ’Threw 

50 Find 1 

53 Ceremonfes 

55 Eatery .. 

57 Hideous' 

58 Yds 

59 Eastern 
uniwasSy 

B0 Practice Iot a 
bout 

81 —Minor 

62 Compass 
point 

63 Everything 

64 Majors - 

65 -—Gota 
SecreT 
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Why the abiession 1 / America 
is nostalgic for the Cold War. 
Before, it was easy. There was 
the Soviet Union. There was 
the Eastern Bloc, if you wanted 
to be picky, there was 
Yuooslavia. There were big 
chunks of countries to make 
into an enemy. Now. despite 
the expansion of geography, the 
real enemy has hecn reduced to 
mere individuals. 

The Communist Mafiosi are 
critical because, to the 
Hollywood equation. Russians 
need ideology to fight 
effectively. They used to have 
communism. Thai worked 
until roughly I98S. Then 
they discovered money. So 
now Russian fighters gel 
wiped unless they're fighting 
for money. Hence the 
Communist Mafiosi. 

This is ironic because 
these Mafiosi are hardly 
an ti-A men can. Deep down, 
in fact, they want to be 
American. ’ Capitalism 
created these guys. So at 
heart (hey make lousy 
villains. Recognition of this 
undermined 'The 

Peacemaker"—Kotorov is 
only a go-helween and gets 
smushed in the middle of the 
film: then we're left 

effectively villainless for the 
better part of an hour. 
Hollywood should 

understand the problem better 
than anyone. Filmmaking needs 
good enemies to kick around. 
Fact is. new Russians couldn't 
threaten total domination of a 
paper bag. They may be bad 
but they’re not grotesque. 
Grotesque is grandiose. 
Grotesque requires the desire to 
wipe out entire peoples 
systematically. It also requires a 
response from the entire U.S. 
armed forces. Radich. Tretiak 
and Kotorov don't cut ii. 

Does it suit the United States 
to hunt down single 
individuals? Not really. Tie 
world may be in danger, but it 
isn't anybody's fault. Call it the 
peace dividend. Call it the end 
of the Cold War. Hollywood 
can turn back the clock, but in 
the end America has nobody 
left in blame but itself. ■ 

LA Times- Washington 
News Service 
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.-jV* *—THIS WEEK’S- 

* HOROSCOPE * 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: Tie sun in Cagpriconi favors water and earth 
signs. The transition could create mere confusion than good 
hick for somebody. ; 

Aries (March 21-Aprii 19). These days are intense. 
You’ll need help to get past a tough assignment. An older 
pason is asking difficult questions. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Paperwork dominates. Are 
those the Ouitfmas cards you haven't sent yet? Hay with a 
partner to finish last minute tasks. 

GenAd (May 21-June 21). Make private time for a 
romantic conversation. These are fun days, as you revive the 
traditions. They’re sure a lot of work for you, though. 

Cancer (Jane 22-JuIy 22). You're pushed to take action. 
Choose the course that benefits both home and career, and 
the perfect partnership will become obvious. Make a roman¬ 
tic commitment even if you don’t know bow you’ll get the 
money. 

Leo tfuly 23-Aug. 72). Wools come easily so write let¬ 
ters. Stay close to home. That’s where you’re most likely to 
find what you’re seeking. Frolic and fun dominate your life. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). You want to boy everything. 
Race around and fin&h getting everything perfect. You’ll 
notik* you’re calm and determined. That will make every¬ 
thing go more easily. 

. Libra (Sept. 23-QcL 23). You’re looking good. Make 
your wishes known lo an older family member. It's now or 
never. Go shopping for domestic items. Spend to make your 
holiday brighL You’ll leant all sorts of interesting things. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Past due requirements domi¬ 
nate. Don’t schedule anything else. You are incredible. 
Focus your attention on a difficult task, and master iL 
; Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Friends lure you away 
from your work, bra help you learn good information. It’s 
not time wasted. Scurry to meet a deadline. There will be no 
time forfiivoUiy. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22~Jsm. 19).^The sun is in yoar sign now, 
giving you the advantage for several weeks. Use it gently to 
persuade an older person that you’re right. Your friends go 
along with your ideas. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Travel looks good. If you 
can’t get away, at least make the phone calk. An older per¬ 
son wants to set the agenda. It's probably going to be easier 
to go along. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Don't get crazy and spend too 
mueb em gifts. Of course people would like them, but you 
can't afford them alL Travel goes well, especially if you’ve 
. rinnp the planning. 

If You’re Having* Birthday This Week: You’ll have 
mere money for luxury items this year. A new career 
adventure will prove to be qaite profitable. You're being 
pushed to change, in more ways than one. 

O 1997, lYjtmne Mttfas. Services 








; v , mf 



THE CABLE GUY THE JUROR 




8.30 , 10.30 


2 , 6 . 15 , 8 . 30 , 10.45 


1 --- ■— _J 

i!? ht 

tp//www.ara 

bia.com/Star 








i 












































10 THE STAR 




8 JANVIER 1998 



Supplement en frangais du Star 

T* - ' *-- • ■ ■ ■ TZX&SSZ gS t Z 

Exercices militaires tripartites 

La sirene n’attire pas la confiance 

Les manoeuvres americano-isrcielo-turques, baptisees « sirene 
conficmte », s ’achevem aitjourd'hui en Mediter rcinee. Un tolle 
general a salue la « participation* jordanienne a ces exercices. 


De simples operations 
de sjuvelagc el non dcs 
manoeuvres militairc.s \tricln 
\cnsH ; les rcsponsahles jordani- 
cns nni feme de in ini miser la 
purtce de cede participation, 
vymholisee pur la presence d'un 
seul militaire de la force nav.iie. 
Pinir rassurcr ('opinion pu¬ 
li I ique. le ministre des Affaires 
tftrangeres Faye?. Turawnch j 
mppele qu'il n'y a pas de ba¬ 
teaux jorJaniens inipliques dans 
les exercices ei que -la Jorda- 
nir n’cntrera pas Jans dcs 
fviews non amhes-. Ces decla¬ 
rations. ajnules ii celle.s du mi¬ 
nistre inleri moire de 
■'information Nasser Lawzi qui 
a dementi ['existence de pres- 
sions sur la Jordanie. n'ont pas 
dissipe les doutes ct les craimes 
d’un grand nnmhrc de purlcmen- 
taircs. de partis politiques el de 
cnmmentatcun*. Plusieurs depu¬ 
tes ont dtfnonce Ugoureusemem 
cone participation qui 
-conduiniii ii I'ctaNisscmeni 
d'un puctc cr a I'tniutlLuion de¬ 


bases etrangercs sur lc sol ior- 
danien *. Certains affirmeni 
qui Is ont I’in tent ion de de- 
mandcr des comptes au gou- 
vemement pour une decision 
’■incompatible awe les interetx 
nutionatLx ei urates -. 

Issa Mad an at. chef du Puni 
democratiquc unioniste 

igauche jordanienne) explique 
qua I’heure actuclle *// esi ne- 
ccssairc cfisolcr la direction 
israchenne qui fail lout pour 
detruirc le processus dc pal c 
Or. poursuil-il, tonic ineuire 
ou decision qui alienin' la 
press ion sur I'cxlremisillc de 
Nctanyahuu no sen pas 
I'oricntuiion strutegu/uc dc no¬ 
ire gonvemcment en favour du 
processus Jcpaix 

D'autres hommes politiques 
dc I'opposiiion rappel lent que 
la Turquie occupe toujours une 
partie du nonl de I'Irak. -pays 
frfcre - a la souveroineie ct ii 
I'integritc territoriale duquel le 
royaume hachemitc s’est decla¬ 
re maintes fois attach^. Et puis 


ii y a aussi les * intentions 
agressives- torques a regard 
dc la Syne, autre *pays frerc-. 

D'aifleurs Bagdad el Dam as. 
ainsi que le Caire ont affirme 
leur hostility a ces manoeuvres. 
Le communique de la Ligue 
Arabe resume ces craintes en 
soulignam que -les exercices 
umericano-israelo-liircs mena- 
ernt la securiic panarabe ». 

La panicipalion jorda¬ 
nienne. ddgursee cn observa¬ 
tion. appro tomtit lc fosse dune 
pun entre le gouvemement ct 
lc peupte ct d’autre pan entre (a 
Jordanie ct les pays arahes voi- 
sins en paniculier la Syrie et 
I'lrak. Cest lc constat que font 
de nombreux commentatcurs. 
En somnie. cette decision .sur- 
prenante. mal dctenduc par ies 
dirigeunts. pose encore des 
questions sur ies fondements et 
les priori les de la politique 
ctrangbre du gouvemement 
Majalt. ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 



Les manoeuvres, auxquelles partieipe la marine americaine, entreat dans le cadre de 
Taccardde cooperation militaire signe en fevrier 1996 entre la Turquie et Israel. 


France Telecom face a la concurrence 


Depuis le ler janvier. ie 

marehe europcen du telephone est ouven a 
la concurrence. Les Francois nc sont plus 
ohligds dutiliscr les services de France 
Telecom. I'entreprise d'Eutt qui jusqu a pre¬ 
sent. profitait de son monopole. De nou¬ 
veau x operateurs. la Cegetel. fi lisle de la 
Generate des Eaux. ct Bouvgues Telecom, 
debarquem sur le marehd Tranyais. Pour 
fairc face a ces nouveaux concurrents. 
France Telecom est entre en Bourse le 20 
oetobre dernier, apres cinq a ns de tergiver¬ 
sations. Dcs jciionnaires privds sent entres 
dnnv son capital a hauteur de 239T-. Parmi 
eux. les petits porteurs ont etc 3.9 millions 
ii se procurer des litres de I'entreprise de te¬ 
lephonic. un record. Comment tholueroni 
ies services 7 Au benefice du eonsommn- 
teur car les operateurs essaicront sunout de 
seduire par lc service. Cote quulite. ii sera 
certes difficile de faire 
mieux que France Tele¬ 
com qui affiche un raux 
vie satislaction record de 
ses ahonnes. La differ¬ 
ence se fora done sur In 
capacitd des challengers 
«i inventer et a vendre des 
nouvcjux produils qui 
Cidlent mieux aux be¬ 
soms Jc la clientele. 

France Telecom n’a 
d'ailleurs pas nticndu 
l arrii.ee de la concur¬ 
rence cl perdant son 
mnnoprile. I'op^ratcur 
histonque a compris qu'il 
dcs ait menager I'usager : 
il nfi're mainlenani une 
t.irillcalion j la sceonde 
‘vl non plus a la minute» 
et propose graluitement 
la I'aeturutinn dctaillcc 
{jusqu'ici 10 francs par 
moist, ainsi que sa carte 
France Telecom tqui per¬ 
mit d'ntfeeler a son nu- 
niem hahrtuel des coups 
de 111 passes aiHours). 


Dans ces conditions, le service public du 
telephone risque-t-il de se ddgrader ? At¬ 
tention. I’ouverture a la concurrence ne 
veul pas dire la jungle : le service public 
des telecommunications, inscril dans les 
directives europccnnes ct la loi franfaise. 
sera simplemcnt cofinancc par tous les 
operateurs du marehe, publics ou prives. 
Le service univcrsel (accessibilile t) tous 
d'un service dc qualiu? b un prix ahorda- 
hle. tarif specifique pour les pauvres. cah- 
ines publiques...) rest era commc au- 
jourd'hui assure - par France Telecom. 
Ccpcndant. puisque ce service reccvra do- 
rfinavant un Hnancemeni collect! I. vous les 
acteurs du marchtS devront sc mettre 
d'accord sur la portee et le coul r^el des 
missions dc service public. ■ 

Le Jourdaio 



Pres de 4 millions de 
Frangais se sont par¬ 
tes acquereurs 
d 'actions France Tele¬ 
com. Une entree en 
Bourse reussie pour 
ce geant, cinquicme 
mondial du sccteur 
des telecommunica¬ 
tions. 


L’alphabet populaire des Pheniciens/wr venmique Abu-Ngmeh 


Au cours des sitcles. la Jordanie a vu depier pas mains de neuf 
systkmes d'£criture diffirents qui se succedcrenl uu cohabitercnt 
au gre des influences culturelles et des evenemenls politiques. La 



est la premiere ecriture propre a noter les dialectes de I'ouest 
semitique. son succes tient a sa simplicite. EUe offre en ejfet un 
alphabet de 22 caracteres a is e merit memorisables alors que les 
systimes prdcidemment connus, le citnetforme des Babyloniens el 
les hieroglyphes des fcgyptiens. elate nt syilabiques voire 
pictographiques et complexes au point de reserver leur maitrise a 
une dlite de scribes. Avec l'alphabet phcnicien, Vapprentissagc dc 
Vecriture se popularise. Ce systeme sc distingue aussi par sa 
primauie dans I'histoire de Vecriture : e'est de lui qu 'est issu 




'Tty 


6 % 6 * 


. [’alphabet grec qui h son tour a donni ndssanee a Valphabet lain. 
\ C'est done indirectement aux Phimciens que Von doir l’alphabei 
occidental modems. Lalphabet arabe lui reconnmt cgalement une 
parents par I'intennediaire de Varamien et du nabatien. 

Le grand nombre de documents ridigis dans cette ecriture 
temoignent de son essor. Vous voyez ci-contre une inscription sur 
pierre dotard du IXkme sibcle av. J.-Cdecouverie sur Rt citadeUe 
d'Amman, a proximiti du temple dit d'HercuIe, bdti en reaBti sur un 
ancien sanctucdre dedii a Afdkom, la dmnitA des Ammonites. Le ntnn 
de ce dieti apparait en tele dtu document. Le reste du texte est peu 
clair. II peut s’agir d'une dedicace, d’une loi cnltueBe ou ttune 
malediction. . • 

L'alphabet phenicien Jut largement utilise jusqu’a la Jm du VThne 
siecle av. J.-C.. Sous Vempire perse, il se voir concurrence puis 
supplantepar Valphabet arameen quis'etaitdfveloppi en Syrie. # 


. -is*; 


Relations jordano-palestiniennes 


Partition fiction a quatre voies 

Le Centre d'etudes strategiques de I’Universite de Jordanie vient depublier 
’i ouvrage novateur sur les relations jordano-palestiniennes. Quatre scenarios 
pour se faire une idee plus precise de I’avenir du processus de paix. 


Ces demieres un- 

necs ont etc marquees par In 
signature d'accords importants 
entre Israel et les Palestiniens 
(Oslo, cn 93 ct 95) et cmre 
Israel et la Jordanie (train* de 
paix de 1994). Du coup les rela¬ 
tions jordano-palestiniennes 
sont restees un peu dans 
I'omhre. Dans leur ouvrage Re¬ 
lations jordano-palestiniennes : 
jusqu’ou 7 Quatre scenarios 
pour I'avenir. les auteurs sc 
proposent de jeler les bases 
d'un dialogue entre Paiestiniens 
et Jordaniens qui ne soit plus a 
la remorque des soubresauts 
des relations israelo-arabes cn 
general. 

-Notre abjcctif emit de dc- 
cortiqucr les dijfercnls as/vci.\ 
de hi relation jorJnna- 
palt'slinienne. explique Mustj- 
pha Hamameh. I'un des auteurs 
ct directcur du Centre deludes 
strategiques. Nuns avons rn.s- 
scnible toils les fails el realties 
Jc cette relation, notannnent 
dans le cadre du processus de 
pair, pour composer quatre 
ptissihililes sur les Jiilurs rap¬ 
ports entre hi Jordanie et 
I’Auinrite mil innate ptilesti- 
nienne (ANP )Six ateliers ont 
ainsi etc crimes cn 1996. ;tux- 
qucls a participe une dnuzaine 
d'experts et de chertheurs jor¬ 
daniens et paiestiniens. 

Toutes les questions qui tour- 
nent auiour des relations jorda- 
no-palestinienncs oni etc evo- 
quees (l’amvee de Netanyahou 
au pouvoir. la securiic. les refu- 
gi£s. les elites politiques. les 
ONG etc...). 

A ta sonic. Ies auteurs affir- 
ment que la cause palestinienne 
est au premier rang des preoc¬ 
cupations des pays arahes et en 
particulier du roi Hussein. Mats 
ils soulignent aussi que la rela¬ 
tion jordano-palestinienne a 
connu une histoire -semec dc 
tensions et d'incomprchension. 
Un soupgon muiucl est apparu 
non seulement entre les leaders 
mais egalement entre les mem- 
bres des deux conununauies. 


au-delii du JoitrJatti et en Jor- 
dcie On snppute que lc 
Rri Hussein n'a pas confiance 
en Yasser Arafat ct vice- 
versa». Lanutcn minisLre jor- 
danicn Hani Kassawnch. con- 
lirme cette mcfiancc entre Pa- 
leMiniens et Jordanrens qui. 
plus encore depuis septembre 
nnir cn 1970. a cmpechg ie 
devclnppcmcm dc leurs rela¬ 
tions sur des bases plus so- 
lides : -An lieu dc rcchcrcher 
line unite, les deux parties sont 
cn competition pour une illu¬ 
sion. ii savi->ir que la solution 
de Ui pai v prut etre afferte par 
Israel-. 

A partir dc ce constat mitige. 
les auteurs etahlisscni quatre 
sccnnrri pour I'avenir des rela¬ 
tions jordano-palestiniennes. 

1. La derive- Ce scenario 
suppose que les differentes par- 
lies nc pnrvienUrcm pas b se 
mcitre d'accord pour sonir le 
processus dc paix de I’impasse 
itctuetle. Autremem dit. Israel 
p«.rursuit sur la lanoee dcs 18 
premiers mois dc gouveme¬ 
ment Netanyahou. Le proces¬ 
sus de paix ne s'inlcrrompra 
pas force ment mais il 
s'.itmphicru avec les violences 
spomdiques taffrontements. at- 
tcmats-suicides) qui vont avec. 

2. La partition fonc- 


tionnede. Un 

gouvemement is- 
raelicn av’ec une 
ligne politique 
dure occ&de au 
pouvoir et mfcne 
ic jeu diploma¬ 
tique sans que ies 
Paiestiniens et les 
Jordaniens soient 
capables de re- 
prendre I’initiaiive 
dans le processus 
de paix. Dans ce 
cas. I'Etat hebreu 
impose unc auto- 
nomie limtt^e aux 
Paiestiniens et cn- 
trave la tuussance 
d'un vrai Etat pa- 
lestinicn. L'ANP 
s'aiTaiblit au prt>- 
rn de )a Jordanie, 

qui intervient .... ... 

dans Ie controle Malgre les apparences, la mefiance domuie bum souvent les relations 
et le soutien des jordano-palestiniennes , meme entre le roi Hussein et Yasser Arafat. 
lemtoires en deux communau(£s s’accordent 



cchange de compensations 
promises par Israifl. 

3. La separation. Ce 
scenario prdvoit l’£tabJissement 
d'un Etat palestinien, distinct 
de I'Etat jordanien. 

4. La cooperation. Jorda¬ 
niens et Paiestiniens d£cident 
de rapprochcr leurs politiques 
et leurs economies et/ou les 


sur un projet de federation ou 
de confederation, d^s que 
I'inddpendance palestinienne 
est acceplde par Israel fe'est le 
plan Beilin-Abu Mazen qui cor- 
respondrait le mieux h ce sche¬ 
ma idlal. voir ci-contre). 

Quelle hypothbse est la plus 
probable ? Les auteurs refusent 


de se prononcer. -Nous nc coit¬ 
ions pas faire pcncher le pla¬ 
teau dr la balance pour tel ou 
tel scenario. Il s'ugit ici de pre¬ 
senter la rcatite politique jar- 
dano-palcstinienne. insiste 
Mustapha Hamameh, cr livre 
penhet simplemcnt d'om rir lc 
debai». ■ 


Nahed Al-KfaJouf 


Le point sur Ie plan Beilm-Abu Mazen 


L’emissaire americain Denis - 

Ross est actuellement dans la region 
pour preparer les nSuniohs de Washing- . 
ton dans 15 jours-au cours desquelles le- 
presidenr CUnton duit rencontrer Neia- 
nyahou et Arafat. Au programme de la 
mission de Denis Ross, la discussion do' ." 
fameux plan Beiliu-Abu Mazen. Il.s'agk 
d’une formule devcloppfie. en 1996 par . 
les deux negociateurs palestinien et is- 
radlicn, Abu Mazen et Youssi Beilin. Ce 
document devait 8tre . souinis .k. 
revaluation de I'ancien Premier^ministre ; 
hebreu Yitzhak Rabin, quand celui-ci a 
etc assassine. Du coup, Ie plan n'a ja T : . 
mais etfi publie 1 mais de n^putaiion il y -.. 


• estpr^xTj I'acceptktkm <fun £taLpales- J 
(i-nien sur 95% de la-Cisjordanie etdela 
bande de Gaza.' Le reste est annexe pan . 
Isragi. SeiOn Jcs. persorinaiitds qur con- ', 
naissent bTcrr la formuJe, Ja Palestine ei \ 
I'Etat jtfif poursuivraient' l'Pbjetfif <fuius i *• 
confederation jordan^palestinienne 
avec Taccord bicn sfir du royaume ba-. ■ 
chfimite,'.-. - . ;r .rV 
L'Etat palestinien serau aJ6miIiiarisd ; 
au bout de dix ans,; le'.tbmps.qu'lOTia re- 
tire.ses forces armies de laptop desri'.- 
n€e a revenb sous souveram^S arabe, ' 

. Pendant cette p&iodetainsTtbhe, Israel .-.', 
maintient des -contingents rmlitiiires ain- V 
si qu'urte defense 'aSicnne en Gsjorda-. 
hie mais uneslrijrite coramiine israiJIo- . ‘ : 


.'palestinienne sefail assuree lc I6ngdu 
■ Jourdaih - et stir Ies fromieres entre la 
. iKJuvellelPalestineet Israel. La Joidonie 
' pdurrair^galcracct:avoir son mot a dire 
“■ . de sdcurird. • Par ail- 


: lears, des forces intematidnaies seraient 
; • pa^ent«^p<»r-eqalT6lKle txmd&oule- 
V.rli^t‘di:plan. te*>aimenl Beilin-Abu 
Maien pbSvoii aussV one administration 
■iBr^JIb-pafestiniettne' . des’. ressdurces 
• d^atL Je d^mmagement et Ja rehabili- 
' taripn des -r^^w^ ^Jesuniens et une 
. octtiveUe^ vjlie de Jdrusalem avec deux 
sbus-morricipali ■/* -V' ' . . 






N.K.- 






Telecommunications 


Coup de jeune sur les coups de fil 

Debut de privatisation de sa Compagnie des telecommunications, nouvelle 
numerotation, cabines publiques, la Jordanie a decide de moderniser. 

ses services telephoniques. 


lira pas decisff 'ers 

la privatisation dc la Compa- 
gnie jordanienne des Telecom¬ 
munications (CJTi \ieni d'etre 
franchi tout rccemment. En ef- 
fct. le conseil dcs ministres a 
decide dc vendre 40*7 dcs ac¬ 
tions dc la society a un parte- 
naire •straiegiquc Jr rang in¬ 
ternational*. Cette operation 
dont est chargee actuellement 
une banque tftrangcre iMerry- 
lansh) devrait "pr en dn; tin 
avant avril prochain. A panir 
de la. lc reste des actions Jc la 
CJT pourraient cgalement ctre 
cedees mais de preference au 
sccteur privc jordanien. 

L'ouverture du capital a cc- 
pendanl pris du temps. Les pre¬ 
mieres tentative*, de privatisa¬ 
tion remomem it 1986 mais 
rien de concret n'est accompli 
avant 1994 ou le souvememem 


decide enfin dc passer it 
I'.iction. Parmi les mesures de 
1'epuquc sont pr«Sues une nou- 
vellc loi >ur lev nJI&ommuni- 
caiions. la creation d’un orga- 
nisme charge dc la 
reorganisation du secteur el la 
transformation de 

I'clablisscment dcs telecommu¬ 
nications. Celui-ci dcvient la . 
CJT en oetobre 1996. une cn- 
tieprise dont le capital reste 
aux mains de I'Etat mais qui 
doit repondre u des criicrcs de 
remahilite. Premier pus vers le 
tout privc. 

Objeciif principal de lu nou- 
vclle Mxietc : augmemer le 
nombre dc lignes t^l«5pho- 
niques qui munquent crucllc- 
tneni cn Jordanie. Le royaume 
n'en comptc aujourd'hui que 
3X0.000 pour 4.5 millions de 
Jordaniens. Parallfclemem la 


compagnie a adopte une nou- 
vcllc numerotation qui passe 
de 6 i 7 chiffres. Ce systeme 
permet la misc cn service dc 9 
millions de lignes. D'ici dix 
ans, la CJT espire ainsi com- 
bler !e deficit dc lignes avec 
unc numerotation umformc a 7 
chiffres. Le projet dans lequel 
.il est prtSvu I'installation de 
nouvelles centrales t£Iepho- 
niques coute environ 100 mil¬ 
lions dc JD. Depuis juin 1996. 
plus dc 120.000 lignes fneuves 
ou anciennes renameror£esi 
ont etc ouvertes. la premiere a 
Tclaa Al-Ali (Amman-ouest). 

Par ailieurs. I'organisme 
public dc la reorganisation dcs 
telecommunications a accorde 
a deux sorietes privccs le droit 
exdusif d'installer des cabines 
telephoniques publiques. Lc 
central prevoit l'imergence dc 


Razzia sur les cabines 


A peine installees. ies cabines pu- 
bltques ont connu un succes ph£nom£nal. 
Preuve de leur necessity dans un pays oli fe 
reseau des lignes t£l£phonique est tres maJ- 
foumi. Dev ant Ies *abris-iSI5phones-* ac- 
cueiHants dcs compagnies Alo et JPP, les 
gens n'hdsitenl pas d faire la queue plusicurs 
minutes pour passer un coup de fil. Ttes vite, 
les Jorda-niens ont compris Ie cote pratique 
et rapide de ce service k portee de la main. . 
Un service efficace ei trfis abordable. La. 
carte pour les appels locaux et notionaux ne 
coute que trois 3D.-C'est super car on pens 
telephoner aux gens a nlmporte quelle 
fteure. s'enthousiasme Mohammad, uh jeune 
garden de 18 ans. Une fois. ma mere etedt 


iris malade. tl fallait que jc joigne mon 
pi re qui n'eiaii pas lit mais jc n’ai pas pu le 
faire car tons les centres de communication 
euiicnt fermis*. Les propridtaires de ces cen-. 
tres commenvenL d'ailleurs a sc fa ire du sou- 
ci face it lu concurrence des cabines pu¬ 
bliques. Bcaucoup dc leun> usneers omen ef- 
fet choisi la teldcorte. Ils perdent la chaleur 
de ces offices de communication mais leur 
partc-monnaie s'y retrouve. Mas’out. marid. 
une tremaine cfanndcs, vcnaiL rdgulidremenr 
dans un centre tdlephoniquc jusqu'u 
1’apparition des cabines : -Jc snis iris con¬ 
tent car j'economise de I'argeru. Cela me, 
coute deux fois mains cher avec la tele- 
carte*. ■ 



Prks de 8000 cabines telephoniques devraient couvrir le 
pays d’ici cinq ans. 


4000 cabines pour chacune des 
deux entreprises dans Ies cinq 
ans 5 venir. Alo en a d£jik 
insialle plus de S00 dans Ie 
royaume. 

A noter enfin que Mamoun 
Balkar. Ie directeur de la CJT, a 
an noned la sortie de Tannuaire 
97. qui a priori contienL.toas Jes 
changements de numerotation 
et les nouvelles lignes' de 


1‘anrtee dcoulfc. En raison 
bouleversemcms telephoni 
pr^vus encore dans les mi 
venir, il a promis une nou 
Edition du.botin cn 98. M: 
vous en coutera toujours 
dinars pour vous en prev 
un. ■ 

Hussein Abu-Rum. 


C’est la vie 

Cinema 

Mon ancle. Un film de Jacques Tati, non sems-titre (19 
Confront^ k la vie modexne, avec ses stereotypes ct ses , 
gets. I insouciant Hubert retrouve Ie monde dri'enfance 
compagnredeson neveu. Lundi 12 janvier au Centres 
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A year of small hits 
and large misses 


De Niro, Hoffman 
politics in a Tired 


By J.D. Considlne 

IT WAS not the best of years. It-was 
not the worst of years. It was a year 
of mediocrity, long on sappy senti- 
men L Pre-fab idols and crass com¬ 
mercialism, but short on music of 
lasting merit. 

Sales were up overall, and chart 
records were broken, but none of 
that really amounted to much. 
Ajthough the singles chart was rife 
with megahits, there were few 
smashes to speak of on the albums 
front. Unlike 1996. which saw eight 
albums pass the 5 million mark, only 
one of I997’s releases—"Spice" by 
the Spice Girls—has done quintuple- 
platinum business. 

instead of big hits, what the pop 
audience turned to was a variety of 
smaller smashes. 

Between the purloined hooks of 
Sean “Puffy” Comb's work and the 

hypnotic pulse of Timbaland's pro- _ 

dilutions for Missy Elliott and Ginu- j an 
wine, hip-hop was again a force on 
the charts. Altemarock had a string of 
strong singles, even if its radio-friendly 
acts, like Chumbawamba and Smash 
Mouth, were mostly one-hit wonders. And 
while electronica never quite became the 
Next Big Thing, it did serve up significant 
success for Chemical Brothers and 
Prodigy. 

1 There are few chart-busters in my Top 
10. hut each provided enough musical sus¬ 
tenance to become fixtures in my CD 
player over the last 12 months. 

■ Radiohead. "OK Computer” (Capi- 
10155229)—Radiohead's "OK Computer" 
has haunted me since the moment \ first 
played it. Some of that has to do with the 
plaintive perfection of Thom Yorke’s wan. 
world-weary tenor, a voice that makes 
even the most opaque lyrics seem emotion¬ 
ally immediate. But it was the lush beauty 
nf the arrangements that really won me 
over, creating a sonic world worth getting 

. lost in. 

■ David Bowie. "Earthling” (Virgin 
42627)—Although the songs on “Earth¬ 
ling" arc as tuneful and sharply drawn as 
anything David Bowie has done, the 
album's greatest pleasure is the playing. 
From the tart keyboard of “Little Wonder” 
to the acrid guitar of "I’m Afraid of Ameri¬ 
cans.” it's amazingly easy to gel lost in the 
album’s sound. 

■ Bob Dylan. ‘Time Out of Mind” 


i 



Janet Jackson 


(Columbia 68556)—A masterpiece of 
sonic texture and storytelling. Bob Dylan's 
‘Time Out of Mind" is less'a collection of 
songs than a sort of virtual soundscape. 
one in which Dylan's quirks and idiosyn¬ 
crasies make perfect musical sense. Easily 
his best album since “Blood on the 
Tracks." it's everything a comeback 
should he. 

■ "Nuyorican Soul” (Giant Step/Blue 
Thumb 11301—A perfect fusion of Latin 
jazz and dance music. "Nuyorican Soul" 
appeals equally to head and hips. With 
guest spots by* everyone from Eddie Pal¬ 
mier! to George Benson to Jazzy Jeff, it 
serves as a reminder of the debt disco 
owed ip jazz fusion. 

■ Ken Ishii. “Jelly Tones" (Medicine 
68179)—The best-kept secret in techno. 
Ken Ishii is a muster or making electronic 
music sound warm and acoustic. But the 
best thing about "Jelly Tones" is the drama 
built into these soundscapes. which makes 
each song a surprise in itself. 

■ BT. “ESCM” (Perfection/Reprise 
46799)—Although BT’s music could be 
described as techno, the term doesn't begin 
to define what he delivers on "ESCM 
Through the ferocious propulsion of 
"Love. Peace and Grease’" or the near- 
symphonic scope of “Firewater.” he proves 
there's more to electronic dance music 
than preprogrammed beats. 


,' \v 


■ Janet Jackson. “The Velvet 
Rope” (Virgin 7243 S 44762)—For 
all its talk of sex and flirtations with 
kink, the most compelling thing 
about Janet Jackson's "The Velvet 
Rope” is the emotional honesty at its 
core—that, and the sly. soulftil 
soundscape Jimmy Jam and Terry 
Lewis have constructed around Jack- 
son’s increasingly compelling voice. 

■ The Vision of Escaflowne. 
"Lovers Only” (Victor Japan 84!)— 
Featuring music from the Japanese 
animated scries "The Vision of Esca¬ 
flowne." "Lovers Only” suggests 
that Yoko Kanno is one of the 
world's most gifted and versatile 
soundtrack composers. Equally 
adept at pop and symphonic styles, 
Kanno makes music so vividly emo¬ 
tive that it's almost as gripping as 
the show itself. 

■ Stereolab, “Dots and Loops” 
[Elektra 62065)—For all its-earnest 
modernism, there’s something won¬ 
derfully old-fashioned about the 
sense of song craft in Stereolab's 

music. "Dots and Loops” manages a per¬ 
fect balance between the mathematic inge¬ 
nuity of harmony, the melodic grace of 
voices and the textural pleasures of 
electronics. 

■ Albita. "Una Mujer Como Yo" (Cres¬ 
cent Moon/Epic 68304)—Alhita's roots 
may he in Cuba, but the appeal of "Una 
Mujer Como Yo” is universal. It isn't just 
that her voice, so strong, supple and expres¬ 
sive. immediately commands the listener's 
auention: it's also that her senses of melody 
and rhythm are so perfectly intertwined that 
even those who have no knowledge of 
Spanish will understand her music. 

The short list nf albums that almost made 
the top I ft. Namie Amuro, "Concentration 
20” (Avex Trax Japan 15815): Bjorfc. 
Homogenic” (Elektra 62061): Fleetwood 
Mac. The Dance” (Reprise 46702): Bent¬ 
ley Rhythm Ace. "Bentley Rhythm Ace" 
(Astralwerks 6223): LL Cool J. “Phenome¬ 
non" (Def Jam 314 539 186): Paul Simon. 
"Songs From The Cape man" (Warner Bros. 
46814); Photek. "Modus Operandi” (Astral- 
werks 6207): Ken Ishii as Rising Sun/Yoga. 
“Green Times" (Sublime 5002): Missy 
"Misdemeanor" Elliott. “Supa Dupa Fly" 
(EaslWcst 62095): the Crystal Method. 
"Vegas" (Outpost 30003). ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 


By Stephen Hunter 

“WAG THE Dog" is stupid the. 
title. The movie.is only a little 
smarter. It's really a telegram 
from inside the freeway to 
inside the Beltway. We know 
who you have become, it says. 
You have become us and we 
hate you for iL 

A related question might be: 
Will anybody not enclosed in 
either a freeway or a beltway 
care? Probably not. So insidey 
it's almost parochial. Barry 
Levinson’s new film watches as 
a media consultant fRobert Do 
Niro playing a Lyn No finger 
look-alike) and a movie pro¬ 
ducer (Dustin Hoffman playing 
a Robert Evans look-alike) 
band together to invent a ficti¬ 
tious war as a chaff screen to 
deflect media radars from the 
real problem:' n second-term- 
seeking president who sexually 
molests a teenage girl 11 days 
before the election. You can 
feel everybody trying to be dark 
and cynical and outrageous, to 
do Evelyn Waugh and Joe 
McGinniss one better, but most 
of this news is pretty aid: You 
can "sell” a nominee just tike a 
product? You can spin an issue 
to your advantage? You can 
plant stories? 

The horror, the horror! What 
"Wag the Dog" suffers from 
more than anything is its 
naivete. It's relatively unsophis¬ 
ticated about press culture and 
gullibility (or lack thereof), and 
it really misunderstands the 
nature of the "problem” 
hciwcen press officers and the 
press. It's not that we're easy to 
fool—not this easy, anyway— 
hut that there are so damn many 
of us and not even our editors 
cun control us. A poor Phantom 
pitot can't even dump a couple 
of 500-pound frags in some 
Third World village to conserve 
fijcl without CNN being there 
the next news cycle with foot¬ 
age of the crater where the 
school used to be. the dead, 
kids, the wailing moms: by' 
11:30 the ambassador from 
Graustarkia or Ruritnnia or 
Guavobuto is spraying indig¬ 
nant spit on poor Ted Koppel. 

Spin that. Jack! As “Wag the 
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Dog” has iL De Niro’s Conrad 
Brean recruits Hoffman's Stan¬ 
ley Motss (the T” is silent, note 
the too-cule press notes) to pro¬ 
duce a jolly little tiff in a far-off 
land, using the latest in technol¬ 
ogy, on the grounds that most 
Americans would rather watch 
the blossom of napalm clouds 
and the eerie precision of sman 
bombs than hear about a com¬ 
mander in chief who can’t keep 
his zipper zipped. 

The beauty part is that there's, 
no need to actually waste 
napalm or very expensive smart 
bombs; that can be morphed in. 
For some reason, the country 
chosen is Albania, presumably 
because - Levinson and his 
screenwriters, David Mamet 
and Hilary Henkin, think the 
name "Albania” is funny. They 
should visit the' place; there 
aren't a lot of laughs there. The 
movie is at its surest when it 
covers process: Hoffman brain¬ 
storms with ocher creative types 
to come up with a whole, pack¬ 
age, a structure for the drama, 
combat footage and a touching 
icon. ‘ 

It's fascinating as it shows 
the computer morphing that can 
remove a video image of a 
pretty young American gal fes¬ 
tooned in some costume direc¬ 
tor's idea of the .Albanian 


national dress from a depth less 
blue room somewhere in Culver 
City, Calif., and insert it believ¬ 
ably m a burning village synco¬ 
pated to' the screams or the 
dying and the bleating sirens of 
the SS come to arrest' Anne 
Frank. Hoffman’s Motss even 
hires a fad expert (Denis Leary) 
and a composer (Wiilie Nelson) ' 
to generate ancillary products 
. and a theme song. Of course, 
satire is supposed to be exag-- 
gerated, but only a little bit. 

When- the administration - 
declares combat action in Alba¬ 
nia, and no reporters show up 
there to independently verify 
the operation—remember the 
squads of photographers and 
camera crews.on the beach in 
Somalia when the. Marines 
came ashore?—you know that 
nobody's, thought too ■ hard - 
-about iL; In facL the movie 
works only as long as it restricts 
itself to dark studios and iso¬ 
lated war rooms tinder the 
White House. 

Only Hoffman is consistently 
amusing, and* then Only if 
you’re marginally aware of the 
reputation and.presencenaf the 
- famed producer Evans, a genius 
.(the "Godfather” -firms) and 
charlatan (“Sliver”) and world- 
class annoyance if there ever 
was one. The megalomania of’ 


Hoffman, Hecheand 

De. .-V iro 


the character is ever astounding 
(“Is anyone listening to me?” he 
bellows, annoyed that a phone 
call; from the president has 
interrupted his meeting). 

His endless riffs on the 
importance of the products 
have the fed of the borderline 
sociopathology that would 
indeed make a good producer.. 

.The soldier (Woody Hand- 
son) actually had spent the past 
. 12 years’m the stockade. This is 
pale and thin: Any moderately 
experienced reporter would 
prick this balloon with'half an 
hour's worth of phone calls and 
begin to organize his Pulitzer 
acceptance speech, his speaking 
tour, his book contract .and his 
"McLaughlin-’ Group” appear¬ 
ances that afternoon. Possibly 
the worst sin that "Wag the 
Dog” commits, however, is an 
affront to every phony, every 
chiseier.. every weasel, every 
suck-up. in this town. It pre¬ 
sumes that Hollywood con 
moke up something fictitious 
that’s more outrageous than the 
folly, the mendacity, the . sur¬ 
realism of the real thing. As if! 
“Wag the Dog” is rated R for 
some mild sexual references 
and profanity ~ 

..; LA Times* Washington Post 
News Sente* 
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To boo): -jour Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAF6WAY 3ldg . 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien £> DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The" most pleasurable shopping 
experience ... lt*s just about 
everything you need, at low prices. 
Amnun-7ih Circle Tel: 814129 




Home of the Char Grill 
Check our 

Lunch & Dinner special 

Starting November 10 


Open Daily 12:30 pm. - Midnight 
Shmeisani above Chili Bouse 

For Reservation TeL 693053 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 




ORLANE 

Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

• Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

® European manicures A 
padicures 

Qweider Trading Est 

Tel: 695049 



Enjoy Reading The Star 
Every Thursday Morning 

I , For Only 

I Annual Subscription 

For more information please call 652380fax 648298 


miDDLE HOTEL » * -hiugill j-lls 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


^ C OT-rifort 


Hotel Suites 


Luxury |T§ 
Comfort ; 8 

j| Service ® 
Location 


Sweifvieh ; 9 













in January 

■ The New Adventures of Robin Hood 

■ La Femme Nikita 

■ Melrose Place 

■ The Drew Carey Show . 

ASatoUta TetevWon and R«floMetwoilt 

FOf more information or to subscribe please contact your local deafer or Oitrft Direct at +357 909 gqoo 


Um Otfekw - Near Arab BonkSdrOde 7«L Oft 2$40<frr553J3# 
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Points to remember, for computing without headaches: 

A sufferer speaks 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
TO BE totally frank, 1 am very 
frustrated with the levels of 
service that local computer 
companies offer to their clients. 
The problem has recently 
escalated after the introduction 
of Windows 95 and NT 4,ft. 

Correct me if I am 
wrong, hut I can't 
find one descent 
troubleshooting 
repair-shop in town. 

Let me give you an 
example." 

Two months ago. 

I decided to leap 
forward and install 
Windows 95 on my 
home system. At 
that time I was a 
Win95 user for more 
than 18 months and 1 
thought I knew all 
the inns and outs of 
the system. By that 
time. I had also 
installed Win95 and NT 4.0 on 
four machines and a laptop 
with no trouble at all. 

f also managed to 
successfully install Win95 on 
my home machine. But that 
night i discovered a horrible 
fact: w’hen ! bought that system 
a year ago from a vendor he 
assured me that it was an 
upgradable system and that it 
had the latest PCI motherboard 
and BIOS on it. Upon 
upgrading. I discovered that 
both the video board and the 
RAM chips were incompatible 
somehow with Win95. 

I always got an error #14 


after using a memory intensive 
application. Worse than that, 
the Video board « wasn't 
upgradable to 2MB of VRAM 
as 1 was told when I bought the 
system. So, I went back to the 
vendor— after spending the 
past two months trying to fix 
the problem or find out what's 



causing it. The vendor has 
spent the past six days so far 
trying to fix the system by 
finding RAM chips that would 
fit on my PCI board. It will be 
ioierestiiig to see if he can fix 
my problem! 

So. should computer users in 
this country study circuit 
boards and start inspecting 
what's within their new 
machine to rest assured that 
they have the right sniff? I 
don't think so. 

Personal Computers are 
rapidly becoming household 
items and if PC vendors are to 
stay in business in this country. 


they should stun offering Lhe 
best quality of products and 
services. 

Many of the vendors need to 
step up the beat in training and 
certifying their maintenance 
and service staff, who are in a 
bad need for some serious 
(raining. I wonder how these 
vendors work nut 
their service 

contracts with hig 
corporate customers. 
It will be interesting 
to hear the story 
from the corporate 
side. I also believe 
that vendors should 
always work on 
.selling sealable 
machines to their 
customers. 

Another 

phenomenon that 
bugged me earlier 
(his week was seeing 
an advertisement 
placed hv n local 
company in a iocal newspaper. 
It was Tor a computer company 
and read something like, ''don't 
risk the future of your company 
with amateurs." I found the 
advertisement very distasteful 
and unprofessional. But it 
reflects on how some prefer to 
participate in the computer 
business in Jordan, basically b> 
putting down others and not on 
merits and capabilities. In the 
case of my computer I took it 
down to a bunch that many 
would describe as amateurs, 
because they don't have an 
inflated bureaucracy and a 
fancy office. But. they are truly 


AMD K7 attacks Intel Pentium II 


AMD. THE 

producer of 
advanced 
microprocessors 
that arc gaining 
in on Intel 
processors in the 
PC market. 

recently 

unveiled plans I-1--- 

for its latest AMD K6- current standard 
Ponlium-compai 




Intel Pentium U- New slot 


Equipment). 

This means 
that computer 
manufacturers 
will have the 
option to 
utilize a 
Pentium II 
replacement 
soon, to bring 
down the 
prices of their 


ihle processor, the K7. 

The K? is designed as .» 
Pent i um II performance 
processor and is designed to 
comply with the new Slot 1 
standard, by which a Pentium 
II processor is supposed to fit 
into a cartridge las is clear 
from the Pcnitum 11 photo i. 

So. the K7 represents a 


departure from the current 
Socket 7 standard, used by 
the K6. Here it is important 
to note that Intel has not yet 
licensed the new slot 1 
standard. 

AMD went around this by 
creating a 'technical' solution 
to the problem in cooperation 
with DEC (Digital 


PCs. 

The K7 should be available 
by 1999, and will probably 
spark a legal battle with Intel 
which is already losing 
gorund in the. 

microprocessors market to 
companies like AMD, Cyrix 
and the new entrant' 
IDT/Ceniaur. ■ 


News update 


Bravo NETS 

• Once again. Jordanian 
Bulletin Board Service (BBS) 
operator. NETS, de.serve^ to lv 
commended for the wonderful 
communication opportunity it 
is offering Jordanians abroad to 
chjt with local users. 

NETS subscribers situated 
anywhere in the world, can log 
into their NETS account 
through the Internet, and can 
chat with local users and read 
all conferences found on the 
NETS local BBS service. 

This means that the local 
user dials up a local BBS 
number twhich isn't an Internet 
connection and is therefore 
costing only the price of a 
normal phone call), while the 
user from ahroad is probably 


paying very little anyway 
because internet access rates 
are generally cheap 
internationally. Already, many 
users are enjoying the service, 
staying in touch with ‘the 
folks' back home. This service 
is heemning increasingly more 
important now as thousands of 
young Jordanians are travelling 
abroad for work opportunities 
and as there are thousands of 
students abroad who have 
Internet access. 

PCs break $1,000 mark in 
USA 

• The hig news from the USA 
computer market is that PCs 
have dipped in price below the 
S 1.000 mark, meaning that 


professional in the way they 
conduct business. Thanks to 
them I managed in pinpoint the 
main l juses of my problem. 

Operating systems that will 
come out starting the seeonu 
quarter of this year promise to 
make computer systems easier 
to repair and manage. But still, 
we will always have the little 
glitches and incompatibilities 
which wilt distress our lives 
and drive us nuts. 

Tii J1 those who are 
plannmg to buy new systems 
this year, my ad\ ice is to watch 
out for the scalability; make 
sure your motherboard has 
enough space to take any 


upgrades you might want to 
have in the foreseeable future. 

With equipment and chip 
prices falling so rapidly this 
will he a crucial factor. Another 
very important factor is a solid 
service contract and plenty of 
shopping around. If you have 
friends who had machines for 
some time ask them what they 
think of the service their 
vendor offers. I believe that 
abiding by these rules will help 
in making 1998 a year free of 
possible headaches faced when 
our beloved systems crash on 
us. I 

email: 

GhneimJ(®®o.com.jo 


American buyers can enjoy a 
powerful Pentium. PC. loaded 
with multimedia features and 
even a modem for a relatively 
-low price. In fact, without the 
add-ons. a basic Pentium is 
selling for around $ 700! 

This is causing a serious 
revolution in the PC business, 
and it resembles an amazing 
challenge to companies like 
Intel, seeing as most of these 
PCs have a Cyrix or AMD 
microprocessor inside, as they 
offer performance comparable 
to the Intel Pentium at one 
third of the price! 

Leaders including IBM. 
Compaq and Hewlett-Packard 
have announced low cost PC 
systems. Market analysts 
believe that this trend will 
endure and that, most 
importantly, the prices for 
entry level PCs will never go 
up again. 
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Year 2000problem, draws , nearer: 

The MUlennium Bug 

YOU’VE PROBABLY heard something about a 'problem 
that may hit computers in the year 2000’. or what is being 
termed the ‘Millennium bug'. ’ 

\ We had discussed this issue a couple of times before in this 
column, but'as the year-2000 draws closer; it’s worth taking 
another look at it and to highlight the increased attention this 
problem is receiving.' 

The year 2000 problem is simply the. result of short-sighted 
software, developers, who created computer operating 
systems and software in the’ past few decades without 
regarding the need to incorporate a four digit date. - 

In other-words, computer software running all over the 
world is dependant on a two digit dating system by which the 
-year 1998 is stored as '98'.-When the year 2000arrives, the 
computer dates will turn to ‘00’. signifying the last two digits 
of the year. This is where an electronic. catastrophe will 
strike. . .. -. . 

! Computer and information technology consultants agree. 
aff«: ranch research'into this matter, that this ‘dating’ 
problem will result in. computer software and systems to 
malfunction. In some cases there will be simple, 
easily^onectable malfunctions. However, in other cases, 
complicated -situations will arise which may not necessarily 
be solved. In fact, the only way to solve this problem would 
be to re-program dr re-write the underlying code of software 
in organizations. 

Such a process wili take up a lot of dm&^-well over a year 
or so—and a lot of efforts—the combined efforts of a 
multitude of programmers and IT consultants. So, it will 
obviously cost a lot of money. 

The danger lies in the fact that computers today run all 
sorts of critical functions, in sensitive organizations tike 
hospitals, military facilities and research institutes—that is. of 
course, in addition to businesses and government 
organizations all over the world. So, computer ‘glitches’ 
cannot be tolerated in business environments where computer 
downtime means losses in profits, and.they could even result 
in threats.to human safety in critical,organizations like 
hospitals and so forth. 

Already, key officials have spoken up on this issue. In facL 
Tony Blair, the British Prime Minister, mentioned it last 
week, staling that one of his Government's mala targets in 
1998 is to overcome the year 2000 bug! 

KLM, the Royal Dutch Airline, announced that there is a 
possibility that it will cancel some of its .flights in the year 
2000. due to the airlines worries regarding computer systems 
in airports or in different countries of the world. So. as it is 
obvious, even if a global company like KLM fixes up the 
problem with its own software, it has no guarantee' that all 
other parties involved in flight logistics would do the same. . 

This is where the real danger stems from, the lack of a 
general awareness or consensus regarding the Year 2000 
problem. . ■ 

Experts recommend that the first thing concerned 
organizations should do. is back up .all their information, so 
as to secure it just in case computers malfunction severely 
resulting in loss of stored data. . 

Secondly, it is worth contacting an IT consultant or expert 
to examine the possibilities that the year 2000 problem could 
affect the organization's performance; For companies with 
large systems and huge amounts of stored data, this is not an 
option; it is a must to consult experts on the matter. 

Even in the Middle East region, the importance of the 
problem is rising. Saudi Aramco. the wefUcnown petroleum 
company, has already .employed , consultants to solve the 
proDicin nuts organization, ami me costs are said to run into 
millions of dollars. 

The year 2000 matter is no joke.. It’s worth gaining more 
knowledge about it. You have been warned. ■ 
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Ramadani nights 
sparkle at the 
Villa Cafe 



AMMAN (Star)—Deep down 
in Um Uthina is an old ancient 
bouse that is full of mysteries. 
Villa Cafe is designed to cater 
for your every need. As the 
name implies. Villa Cafe pro¬ 
jects the homely touch. Refur¬ 
bished into a modem cafe, the 
Villa, through its three-room 
setting, seeks to reassure the 
visitor of. the congeniality of 
your home. The sitting— 
rooms, tables, right lighting, 
and of course the excellent ser¬ 
vice-gives you an. ambiance 
you'd be hard-pressed to find 
in the rest of Amman. 

At Villa Cafe, there is some¬ 
thing for everyone; Young, old. 
middle-aged . everybody can 
come in and enjoy a good night 
out' in* a serene and pleasant 
atmosphere. Furthermore, 
patrons can sit anywhere they 
want. .If they prefer the more. 
sedate evening, they can move 
into one of the .other rooms for 
a quite drink and a bit of a 
chat, 

For the more active there' 
is .live music playing, not- too. 
live but just right ihatto reflect 
the tight atmosphere...Every 
evening, there is what die man¬ 


agement of the cafe call Rama¬ 
dani nights. First, you can 
enjoy listening to the sound of 
Sief. Armed with his guitar, he 
sings both in English and Ara¬ 
bic tunes we are alt familiar 
with, In that respect. Seif is 
very versatile, lie has the right 
kind of voice, to get you in the 
right mood. 

But wait for it. After Sief 
you have the next delight of the 
evening. For the rest of Rama¬ 
dan. Villa Cafe is putting oh a 
special group from' Damascus. 
Singer Amir is joined by . the 
Moullieen Damascus Band; 
where for the next part of the 
evening, you can sit and relax 
to a very traditional taste , in 
music. The almost scintillating 
sound of Arab originality.'and 
culture is .combined with the 
traditional costumes of the 
band. : .. 

Dressed - in traditional 
white overflowing robes, they 
are a sight to remember. Relax 
with your argieleh, or .sip Ara-' 
'bic. -Turkish or French coffee, 
while you watch the live, per¬ 
formance of the Moullieen, and 
before you go home there is 
even spedaitreat-of Sohour. ■ 



































